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Message From Walker Aggregates Vice-President 
 

Commenting agencies have taken an 
opportunity to review the second round of reports 
completed on our Duntroon Quarry expansion.   

We engaged in a roundtable meeting with 
those agencies in mid-December, during which 
time they requested a peer review of the 
groundwater and surface water reports, as well as 
a review of our hydrogeology modeling.  Walker 
Aggregates agreed to pay for this peer review done 
on behalf of the agencies.  Once the review has 
been completed, we hope to have reports from the 
commenting agencies this spring. 

In the meantime, we are working on an 
adaptive management plan in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ministry of the 
Environment, and the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission.  When a quarry license is granted, 
there will be ongoing monitoring and measures 
put in place to mitigate any impacts.  This will 
occur throughout the life of the quarry and until 
its rehabilitation is complete.   

The plan will include details of the trigger 
points when mitigation actions will be required. 

The process of getting the approvals in 
place for a license for the new quarry has been 
frustratingly slow for Walker Aggregates.  The 
process has been delayed by about a year-and-
a-half.  The application by MAQ Aggregates to 
site a quarry across the road from ours has 
resulted in commenting agencies requesting 
additional reports on the cumulative impacts of 
the two quarries.   

In the meantime, our economy is still strong 
and there continues to be a demand for 
aggregates.  This means that we will be dismantling 
our asphalt plant in order to remove the stone 
underneath.   

We have entered into a joint supply agreement 
with an asphalt plant in Simcoe County for 2008 
and are continuing to work on our application to 
relocate our asphalt plant to Staynor. 

Walker Aggregates is pleased to support 
important initiatives in the local community.  Our 
parent company, Walker Industries, is a major 

donor to projects in Niagara where our head office 
is located, including making substantial financial 
contributions to the YMCA in St. Catharines, Brock 
University and the Niagara Health System.   

For our part, Walker Aggregates once again 
sponsored hat night in January for the Collingwood 
Blues Hockey Team.  We also have become a 
main sponsor of the Collingwood General and 
Marine Hospital’s Tree of Life Campaign to raise 
funds for diagnostic equipment. 

Closer to home, we were pleased to host our 
friends and neighbours during the Public Liaison 
Committee’s wine and cheese holiday reception at 
Mylar and Loreta’s Restaurant.  It’s always 
enjoyable for our team at Walker to gather with our 
neighbours for some holiday cheer. 
 

 I enjoyed meeting our friends and neighbours at the 
Public Liaison Committee holiday reception. 

 
For more information about Walker Aggregates 

proposed Duntroon Quarry expansion please call 
me at 705-445-2300, extension 224, or in Niagara 
at 905-227-4142. 

Ken Lucyshyn, Vice-President  



New Faces Including GM Join Aggregates Team 
 

Walker Aggregates has a new general 
manager of its operations. 

Steve Bisson, a native of Midland, Ontario, 
joined the company in January after spending most 
of his career working in the food industry. 

Steve came to know about Walker while he 
was working in the 
precast concrete 
business in St. 
Catharines from 
1994 to 1999.  His 
employer at the time 
was a Walker 
customer.  Then 
Steve and his family 
moved to the United 
States (to Georgia, 
Alabama and then 

Steve Bisson is the new GM of  New York) where he 
Walker Aggregates    worked in 
management  for a major poultry operation. 

“Working for Walker was an opportunity to 
move my family home since my wife and two 
children were born in Niagara Falls,” he says.   

He also looks forward to spending two to three 
days per week in Collingwood, not far from his 
hometown. 
 “I did not realize how large and diversified 
Walker is as a company, or the aggregates industry 
is as a whole and I have plenty to learn,” he notes.  
“I’ve come to better understand and appreciate how 
important aggregates are to our everyday lives.” 
 Steve will provide day-to-day support to vice-
president Ken Lucyshyn and looks forward to 
meeting the neighbours of the Duntroon Quarry.  
He can be reached through the Duntroon office at 
705-445-2300 ext. 224, or in Niagara at 905-680-
3763. 
 Also working with Walker Aggregates is Don 
Richardson, a consultant with Gartner Lee Ltd.   

Although our team has been consulting with 
our Duntroon neighbours on a regular basis for 
several years now, we want to ensure we are doing 
all we can to understand their issues with our 
proposed quarry expansion.  Don will be meeting 
with neighbours to further explore issues they may 
have and to ensure their concerns are being heard 
and addressed. 

  
Safety Always a Top Priority for Walker 

 
At Walker Aggregates we were fortunate once again to have an excellent safety record for 2007.  Our 

team worked two million hours without a lost-time accident, a record we are proud of considering the high-risk 
business we are in. 

  
Walker Quarry Featured on Billboard Campaign 

 
Walker Aggregates was 

pleased to have its award-
winning rehabilitated quarry in 
Vineland, Ontario, featured in 
a billboard campaign 
launched by the Ontario 
Stone, Sand and Gravel 
Association (OSSGA). The ad 
is part of the OSSGA’s public 
education campaign aimed at 
raising awareness about the 
aggregate industry. 

The 20 x 10 foot billboard 
ad appeared in a number of 
Ontario cities in November 
and December. 

It demonstrates how quarries are an interim land use and their rehabilitation can enhance the land after 
quarrying is completed.  Pictured on the billboard is the vineyard that was created from Walker’s closed 
Vineland quarry. 
 
Stepping Stones is published quarterly.  We welcome your questions and comments.  Please contact 
Rosemary Ackermann at Walker Aggregates at 705-445-2300, ext. 223. The Duntroon Quarry is operated by 
Walker Aggregates Inc., a division of Walker Industries. (www.walkerind.com). 
 

http://www.walkerind.com)/

