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Amherst Quarries Changes its Name 
Beginning January 1, 2014, Amherst Quarries will no longer exist as a corporate name.  
Instead, the quarries will become part of the Walker family of companies.  This name 
change reflects the ownership change of the quarries last fall.  Prior to the purchase 
of the Amherst Quarries, Walker already had 10 pits and quarries in the Niagara, 
Simcoe and Grey County areas. 

Signage at the front of the quarries will read Walker Aggregates McGregor Quarry 
and Walker Aggregates Amherstburg Quarry.  Information about all the Walker 
quarries is available online at www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/ 

In Memoriam – 
Kevan Martin

Amherst Quarries has lost a valuable 
employee, with the passing of 
56-year-old Kevan Martin in early 
November.  A driller operator, Kevan 
had performed nearly every job in the 
Amherstburg and McGregor quarries 
over his nearly 40 years of service.  
“He was a hard worker and took great 
pride in his job,” says area manager 
Ryan Wall.  “His friendly demeanor 
and practical jokes made him well 
loved by those he worked with.” 

Kevan leaves behind his wife Deborah 
Joan Martin, sons William and 
Christopher, and grandson Jordan.

Amherst Quarries Update 
Preparatory work is underway on the 
McGregor Quarry expansion with the 
fencing up and construction of berms 
along the west and north sides of the 
extraction area halfway completed.  
Once the berms are completed they 
will be seeded and treed, similar to the 
older section of the quarry that runs 
along Howard Ave.  According to area 
manager Ryan Wall, overburden will be 
stripped from the rock early in 2014 and 
extraction will also begin at some point 
next year.  “We have rock with different 
characteristics in the quarry,” he says, 
“and we need access to the types of 
rock in the expansion area.  We’ll blend 
the different grades of rock together at 
different proportions, depending on the 

specifications required for the end use.”

Ryan says the Amherst Quarries 
employees, including those from Walker 
Aggregates head office in Niagara, 
were pleased to welcome friends and 
neighbours to the first annual community 
barbecue on September 11. “It was nice  
to meet neighbours we knew and those 
we’d never met before from both the 
McGregor and Amherstburg quarries.  
Despite the threat of a major summer 
thunderstorm, we had a good turnout 
of about 30 neighbours, and hope to see 
more at our community barbecues in the 
coming years.”

Photos of the event are on page 4 of this 
newsletter.

Border Stones

www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/


Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   

It might seem like running a trucking 
company and being part owner of a 
golf course are unrelated businesses, 
but there is a connection.  The common 
denominator is Amherst Quarries.

For almost 50 years, Don Hearn & Sons has 
been hauling stone from Amherst Quarries 
to job sites throughout Essex County.  
Sometimes the trucking company buys the 
aggregate to supply to its customers, and 
sometimes it simply hauls the stone to the 
job site – for such projects as parking lots, 
roads and underground infrastructure 
works. 

But aggregates are also used for golf 
courses – in landscaping and in sand traps, 
for example. 

While Brad Hearn is vice-president of 
Don Hearn & Sons trucking company, he 
is also co-owner with his dad and two 
brothers of the Sutton Creek Golf Course 
in Essex.  The family purchased the course 
three years ago and have been making 
improvements ever since.  This includes 
landscaping with armour stone from the 
Amherst Quarries.

Long-time customer Brad Hearn, of Don Hearn & 
Sons, supplies aggregate from the Amherst Quarries. 

From the Pit to the 
Links 

“My dad always wanted a golf course,” 
says Brad, who spends time on the links 
when he’s not running Don Hearn & Sons.  

“We have a good relationship with 
Amherst Quarries,” he says.  Brad 
and former quarry owner Ed Smith 
are neighbours, and he notes that his 
company’s business relationship with the 
quarry is a good one.  “It’s still very face-
to-face.  There’s no red tape.”

The quarry’s area manager Ryan Wall says 
he appreciates the relationship with Don 
Hearn & Sons.  “They’re one of our top 
customers, and they are also a supplier.  
We also contract them to haul stone 
for us, so it’s a really beneficial business 
arrangement.”

Over the years, Don Hearn & Sons has 
grown to the point where they now have 
12 trucks and 15 employees.

CUSTOMER PROFILE 

South West 
Detention Centre 
Construction  
Approximately 25,000 tonnes of 
aggregate from the Amherst Quarries 
were used in the early phases of 
construction of the South West Detention 
Centre, on Concession 8, near Highway 
401 and Walker Road.  

The stone was used in the construction of 
the building’s foundation, underground 
services and parking lot areas. 



Celebrating a Decade of Environmental CareEARTH 1st

It’s been 10 years since Walker Industries 
launched its innovative EARTH 1st 

program, and celebrations were held 
September 12 across the company’s 
operating divisions to commemorate its 
anniversary and successful growth.

EARTH 1st  was developed by Walker 
employees to take the company to a 
new level of environmental performance 
by empowering their colleagues to take 
action on behalf of the environment  
– to make a difference at work and 
at home. Through the suggestions 
of employees, the company has 
dramatically reduced its environmental 
impacts - including launching a carbon 
neutral building service, recycling 
concrete and asphalt, installing energy 
efficient lighting and developing 
wax emulsions from environmentally 
sustainable resources. Employees and guests at Walker Industries’ head office in Thorold celebrate the  

10th anniversary of EARTH 1st. 

Looking Forward 
to Hitting the Open 
Road 
There’s an old biker expression, “A motor-
cycle on the road is worth two in the 
shed.”  Willy Holden is hoping that by next 
spring he’ll be well enough to be back at 
work as a loader operator at the McGregor 
Quarry, and to get his Harley Davidson 
trike out of the garage for a road trip.

Willy has been battling cancer on and off 
since 2008, and has been away from the 
quarry on sick leave for the past year.

He originally joined the Amherst Quarries 
as a part-time truck driver.  He’d been 
working full-time at the Kelsey-Hayes 
wheel plant in Windsor, but his job 
disappeared with the closing of the plant 
in 1990.

He found himself out of work for about a 
year, with a young family to support, and 
very little education to fall back on. He 
had not even completed his high school 
diploma, having grown up on a farm 
and helping with the chores of a dairy 
operation. Thanks to a relative who knew 
someone at the Amherst Quarries, Willy 
managed to secure full-time work.  He’s 
been at the quarry ever since, more than 
20 years now.

Willy Holden is looking 
forward to going back to 
work and getting back on 
his motorcycle. 

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

“It was really nice to get this job,” Willy 
says, “and it was a lot different than I 
was used to.”  He says that with a family-
owned business he came to know his 
bosses pretty well.  From 2004 until last 
year, Willy was the plant chairman of the 
CAW union local 1959.

When Willy is not working or recovering 
from his medical treatments, he takes 
to the open road on his motorcycle, 
often with his wife Liz by his side.  She 
sometimes rides her own bike – Liz got 
her motorcycle licence in 2001 and drives 
a Harley 883 Sportster – and sometimes 

she and Willy travel together on his trike, 
with a trailer hitched on the back.  They 
often camp on their road trips.  Willy’s 
motorcycle trips have taken him to New 
York state, Milwaukee, California, and 
throughout Northern Ontario.  

On weekends, he’ll sometimes ride to the 
family trailer in Grand Bend.

“It makes for interesting conversation 
when you’re on a bike,” Willy says about 
his travels.  “You meet a lot of people that 
way.”



Summer Community Barbecue

Amherstburg Quarry 
667 Simcoe Street 
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 1N4

McGregor Quarry 
6781 North Side Road 
Amherstburg, ON  N0R 1J0
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