
You may be aware that Walker Aggregates 
purchased the Amherst Quarries from Ed 
Smith last fall. As part of our commitment 
to being a good neighbour and keeping 
local residents informed about news 
of our Amherst Quarries operations, 
we are launching a newsletter called 
BorderStones. The name recognizes the 
location of our quarries near the busiest 
international border crossing in North 
America for trade volume. 

This newsletter will be published twice 
each year and distributed to neighbours 
of our two Amherst Quarries sites, local 
politicians, other government officials 
and agencies with an interest in our 
quarry operations. In the future it will 
also be available online, once the Amherst 
Quarries information is consolidated 
within the Walker Industries Holdings 
Limited web site.

In the newsletter you will find news about 
our Amherst Quarries operations, special 
projects, events, our employees and 
customers. We will also include significant 
news from our other Walker Aggregates 
operations, and from our parent company 
Walker Industries.  

Our company philosophy is to be a good 
neighbour, employer, supplier, customer 
and corporate citizen – respecting the 
interests of our communities and the 
environment, and supporting important 
community initiatives.

Included in this edition of BorderStones,  
is a story about the history and operations 
of Walker Industries.

If you have any questions about our Amherst 
Quarries operations, I invite you to contact 
our area manager Ryan Wall at 519-736-2136 
or via email at rwall@walkerind.com.

Welcome to BorderStones 

Ken Lucyshyn

The McGregor Quarry recently received 
approval for an expansion to its licence.  
The licensed area for the existing quarry 
is 664 acres with an extraction area of 
297 acres. The expansion area is to the 
west of Howard Avenue, and north of the 
existing quarry, and covers 160 acres with 
an extraction footprint of 127 acres. For 
the expansion to go ahead, the company 
needed to ensure protection of the 
Eastern Fox Snake, a threatened species  
in the province. 

“Among other things, we needed to train 
our staff on snake identification and 
protection,” says area manager Ryan Wall.

The McGregor Quarry produces 
aggregates year round, and given its 
central location in Essex County, makes 
it the primary source for construction 
aggregate of the two quarries. The 
Amherstburg Quarry, in the town of 
Amherstburg is more project-driven, for 
materials required in the local market. 
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You Are Invited!
Neighbours of the McGregor Quarry  
and Amherstburg Quarry are invited to a 
community BBQ on September 11, 2013, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. This is an opportunity 
for neighbours and their families to meet 
the quarry management and staff. The 
BBQ takes place at the McGregor Quarry, 
6781 North Side Road, at the intersection 
of North Side Road and Howard Avenue.
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Amherst Quarries Update 

The Eastern Fox Snake

Ken Lucyshyn 
Vice-president, Walker Aggregates

Since Walker purchased Amherst 
Quarries, there has been increased on-site 
quality control. This includes installing 
a laboratory at the McGregor site, and 
more monitoring of the quality and 
performance of the aggregate.  

Walker Aggregates has been a family-run  
business since 1867 and “The past good-
neighbour practices of the Amherst Quarries 
will continue under the Walker ownership,” 
Ryan says, including support for the local 
community and worthy causes. 



The Rt. Hon. Herb 
Gray Parkway 
Aggregates extracted from Walker 
Aggregates quarry operations in Essex 
are used for various projects in the 
region – including the construction 
of roads, schools, hospitals, alternate 
energy projects, homes and businesses. 
This construction activity contributes 
to the social and economic wellbeing 
of our community.  In this and every 
subsequent issue of BorderStones, 
we will feature a project which uses 
aggregate from Walker’s Amherst 
Quarries.

When Jeff Shepley was young, his dad 
wanted him to go into the family business 
– hog farming.  “I hated it, it’s a thankless 
seven days a week job,” recalls Jeff. At 
the age of 17, he overheard a man asking 
his father if he wanted to purchase his 

Earlier this spring, Jeff Shepley’s company reconstructed Lakeshore Road 215.

Jeff Shepley was a Teenaged Entrepreneur
backhoe and dump truck.  Jeff’s dad wasn’t 
interested, but Jeff himself was.

“I went to my dad’s bank manager to ask 
for a loan, but he laughed at me and ratted 
me out to my dad.”

Jeff then begged his dad for the loan and 
after about a week of pestering finally got 
his wish. “My dad warned me not to miss a 
payment,” he says.  

At first Jeff worked alongside his father 
on the farm and did odd jobs digging for 
customers in his spare time.  

By 1986 Jeff was working full-time at his 
company, Jeff Shepley Excavating & Road 
Maintenance. The company now employs 
about 30 people, mostly engaged in road 
work, and civil (sewer and water main) 
construction.

Jeff himself spends a lot of his time on 
one of the company’s graders, preparing 
municipal roads for road maintenance work.

Since the beginning, Jeff’s company has 
been a customer of Amherst Quarries.    
“They are one of the best and most loyal 
customers we have,” says Amherst Quarries 
area manager Ryan Wall. “We’ve had a 
good relationship for many years.” 

For his part, Jeff says Amherst Quarries  
is “awesome. We buy a lot of stone  
from them and they’ve always treated  
us like gold.” 

Aggregates are often used in projects to replace, repair or upgrade aging infrastructure.   
Some stone from the Amherst Quarries is being used in the massive Herb Gray Parkway (formerly 
Windsor-Essex Parkway) infrastructure project. For more information visit www.hgparkway.ca
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Betsy Gamble enjoys chatting with 
the truck drivers who come to the 
McGregor Quarry scale house.

Betsy Gamble Content to Remain in the 
Family Business  
While her family no longer has an ownership stake in Amherst Quarries, Betsy 
Gamble is still working at the company in the scale house, tracking the truck loads 
leaving the McGregor Quarry.

Betsy’s grandfather, Murray Smith, founded the original Amherstburg Quarry with 
two partners in 1959. Her dad and two uncles took over the company in 1980 and 
leased – and then bought – the McGregor Quarry.  About five years ago, Betsy’s 
brother Ed bought the company. He sold it last year to Walker Aggregates Ltd.

Betsy’s been working in the McGregor scale house since 1983 and has no plans to 
retire anytime soon. “When I first took the job it was out of loyalty to my family,” 
she says.  She had been working on the amusement rides at Bob-Lo Island, a job she 
was not particularly fond of. She had wanted to go to college for Early Childhood 
Education, but realized she did not have the grades for further academic study.  

At the beginning, she didn’t much like working in the family business. She concedes 
that her grandfather and father were not always easy to work for. “They could be 
demanding – old school,” she says.  

“But I love it now,” she says of her scale house job. “I love my truck drivers. We have 
good camaraderie.”

Despite the occasional bit of tension that’s normal between a parent and child, Betsy 
does have a good relationship with her dad. He stops by for a chat almost every day.  
“You can’t take the quarry out of the boy,” she says with a chuckle.

Betsy has been married to her husband Bruce for nine years and has two 
stepchildren, and three step grandchildren. While at home, she enjoys swimming 
with the kids in her backyard pool, gardening and woodworking. She’s undertaken 
projects including building a bookcase and flower planters. “I have more power tools 
than most men I know,” she explains.

Although a woman working in a mostly man’s world, in many ways, Betsy is just one 
of the guys.

Employees Turn 
Down the Heat for 
Sweater Day
Employees of Walker Aggregates, Walker 
Environmental Group and Head Office 
in Niagara Falls/Thorold participated 
in National Sweater Day. This is the 
first of several challenges marking the 
10th anniversary of Walker Industries 
innovative EARTH 1st Program.

The 550-plus employees across Walker 
Industries’ divisions were asked to wear a 
warm sweater on February 7, 2013, when 
the temperature in all of the company’s 
buildings was lowered by two degrees. 
“We encouraged staff to find wacky, 
funky and wild sweater, toque and scarf 
combinations,” says Alison Braithwaite, 
the company’s director of Environmental 
Performance. 

Members of the communities in each of 
Walker Industries’ operating locations were 
also encouraged to become involved. “We 
asked our customers, suppliers, friends and 
neighbours to lower their heat and put 
on their favourite sweater to take action 
against climate change and work towards a 
sustainable future,” Braithwaite says.

If every Canadian lowered the heat by just 
two degrees this winter, it would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 4 megatons.

Walker Industries’ EARTH 1st Program 
acknowledges that, “Our business is the 
environment and the environment is our 
business. As individuals and as a company 
we challenge our employees to give back 
to the environment more than we take 
from it.”

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 



Amherstburg Quarry 
667 Simcoe Street 
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 1N4

McGregor Quarry 
6781 North Side Road 
Amherstburg, ON  N0R 1J0

519 736 2136 
Fax: 519 736 6112

Walker Aggregates is the recipient of the 2013 Industry Leadership Award from the 
Ontario Endangered Species Act Conference. The award comes as a result of Walker’s 
work to supplement and complement the ongoing work of the Ontario Badger 
Recovery Team.   

Walker Aggregates’ operations manager 
Frank Kielbowich accepts the 2013 
Industry Leadership Award for the 
company’s work in helping to achieve 
reproductively sustainable and secure 
populations of the American Badger 
throughout its range in southern and 
northwestern Ontario. 

Walker Wins Endangered Species Award

“Your firm provided support for the 
provision of a comprehensive overview 
of known habitat/biological needs, 
ecology, threats and knowledge gaps for 
the species,” says Tom Hilditch, chair of 
the province’s Species at Risk Program 
Advisory Committee.

“You also supported the provision of quite 
innovative outreach products including 
iPod GelaSkins, badger caps and fridge 
magnets in recognition of efforts to reach 
a younger audience to inspire them to 
contribute to badger conservation.”

It’s estimated there are fewer than 200 
adult badgers in Ontario, mostly in 
counties along the north shore of Lake 
Erie. Because of this, badgers were given 
legal protection as an endangered species 
in 2001. A conservation effort began in 
2009, and Walker has provided significant 
financial support to the Ontario Badger 
Recovery Team since then.

The award was presented to Walker 
during the conference on April 8, 2013.

Ryan Wall  
Area Manager 
519 736 2136  
rwall@walkerind.com  
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About Walker 
Industries Holdings 
Limited
Walker Industries was established nearly 
140 years ago, when John Walker came 
to Canada from Scotland to begin a stone 
cutting business in the Niagara Peninsula.  
In 1887, John turned the business over to 
his sons William, John G. and David, who 
acquired their first limestone quarry that 
same year. 

Through successive generations of the 
Walker family, the company expanded its 
aggregates operations in Niagara and also 
diversified into construction, emulsions 
manufacturing, waste management services 
and land development.

Today, the Walker group of companies 
employs more than 550 people at 
operations throughout Canada and into the 
U.S. in aggregates, construction, emulsions, 
environmental project management, waste 
management, renewable energy projects 
and green building. Walker is continuing to 
expand in all sectors of its operations.

This includes the purchase of Amherst 
Quarries by the Walker Aggregates 
Division last fall. Amherst Quarries had 
also been a family business, owned by 
three generations of the Smith family.  
Established in 1959, the company has two 
large quarries – one south of Windsor and 
another in the town of Amherstburg. These 
quarries employ approximately 25 people 
and supply stone products to customers in 
Essex County and southwestern Ontario. 

“The acquisition of Amherst Quarries 
gives Walker a footprint in the aggregates 
business in southwestern Ontario,” 
says Ken Lucyshyn, the company’s vice-
president responsible for aggregates and 
construction. “We are looking to grow 
our aggregates division by acquiring new 
businesses and expanding our existing ones.  
We’re interested in pursuing opportunities 
which allow us to expand geographically or 
replace depleting aggregate resources.” 

Walker Aggregates has 10 other pits and 
quarries in the Niagara, Simcoe and Grey 
County areas. 

The Walker Quarry in Niagara in 1925


