
The Ridgemount Quarries has a 
new superintendent.  He is Mark 
Harmsworth, a six-year employee of 
Walker Aggregates, and most recently 
supervisor of the Vineland Quarries.

Previously, Mark worked as quality 
technician for the corporate support 
group.  In his new role, he also 
becomes superintendent of the Walker 
Brothers Quarries in Thorold.

Mark says he is excited to take this 
new step in his career and to meet 
the neighbours of the two quarry 
operations.  I’m looking forward to 
taking on the challenge of operating 
the business and learning the two 
sites,” he says. 

Meanwhile, Angelo Bevilacqua is 
moving from the Ridgemount and 
Walker Brothers Quarries to assume 
the role as superintendent of the 
Vineland Quarries.  A 26-year veteran 
of Walker Aggregates, Angelo says he’s 
also looking forward to the challenge 
of a new operation – which includes 
a vineyard on the quarry lands and 
different uses for the stone quarried in 
Vineland.
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Celebrating 10 years of EARTH 1st

It’s been 10 years since Walker Industries 
launched its innovative EARTH 1st program, 
and celebrations were held September 12 
across the company’s operating divisions 
to commemorate its anniversary and 
successful growth.

EARTH 1st  was developed by Walker 
employees to take the company to a new 
level of environmental performance by 
empowering their colleagues to take 
action on behalf of the environment  
– to make a difference at work and 
at home. Through the suggestions of 
employees, the company has dramatically 
reduced its environmental impacts – 
including launching a carbon neutral 
building service, recycling concrete and 
asphalt, installing energy efficient lighting 
and developing wax emulsions from 
environmentally sustainable resources. 

Disher Street Water Main Replacement 

Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   

Stone from Ridgemount Quarries was used earlier this year to replace the water 
main under Disher Street, from Ridge Road to South Mill Street in Ridgeway.   
The project called for approximately 8,000 tonnes of aggregate. 

After a few months of crushing last fall and winter, the Ridgemount Quarries has 
been shipping aggregate each month at its average rate, amounting to about 200,000 
tonnes for 2013.

Fencing is now being erected along Bridge Street as mining moves in that direction.

In addition to regular quarry activities, paleontologists from across North America 
and around the world continue to visit Ridgemount Quarries almost every Friday. Stay 
tuned for more information on this renowned location of eurypterid fossils in a future 
issue of RidgeRock. 

Ridgemount Quarries Update 

Both the Niagara Region and the City of Thorold 
presented Walker Industries with special plaques, 
congratulating the company on the EARTH 1st 

anniversary.  (L - r) Walker president John Fisher, 
Thorold mayor Ted Luciani and Walker’s vice 
president of Environmental Performance, Alison 
Braithwaite.  

http://www.walkerind.com/
http://www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/ridgemount-quarries.html
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It’s only been nine years since Darren 
Peters began his company, Peters 
Excavating, but it has already grown to be 
a major force in the construction business 
in Niagara. The company has four sewer 
crews, one crushing crew and 16 tractor 
trailers for hauling stone.

“It is a reputable and growing company 
in the Niagara Region,” says Walker 
Aggregates’ marketing manager for 
Niagara, Frank Hurkmans.

Prior to starting his own business, Darren 
was an employee of two construction 
companies.  Now, as owner of Peters 
Excavating, he has all the municipalities 
in Niagara as customers, as well as 
developers, and public and private sector 

Rapid Growth for Peters Excavating 
companies. The business specializes in 
sewer and water main work, and also 
performs for Walker the crushing of old 
asphalt and concrete for recycling.  
Among the projects the company has 
worked on are the Grimsby/West Lincoln 
YMCA and the Downtown Performing 
Arts Centre in St. Catharines. A crew is 
also now on site at the massive Outlet 
Connection shopping centre in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

“We have a good back-and-forth 
relationship with Walker,” Darren says.  
“We are a customer of their stone, but 
they also subcontract projects to us.”  
As an example, he points to the recent 
reconstruction of Highway 20 in Niagara 
Falls, a Walker Norjohn project, with 

subcontracted sewer work to Peters 
Excavating.

On the Walker side, Frank agrees that 
the reciprocal arrangement between 
Walker and Darren’s company is 
mutually beneficial.  “We’ve had a good 
relationship with Peters Excavating since 
its early beginnings, and this has resulted 
in good business for us both.”

Pat Raso is Mostly a “Homebody” 
Pat Raso is a hands-on kind of guy.  It 
shows in the work he does as a welder 
fitter in the Walker Aggregates shop 
at Ridgemount Quarries. It’s also 
demonstrated by the beautiful house he 
built for his family in Port Colborne. He 
did all the construction work himself – in 
evenings and on weekends over a two-
year time span. “I put my heart and soul 
into it,” Pat says.

While Pat’s extracurricular pursuits 
include involvement in church activities 
and fishing, he admits to being mostly 
a “homebody,” and says he enjoys 
“tinkering in the garage.” Projects have 
included building a metal hand railing for 
the inside of his home and a miniature 
motorized school bus for his daughters, 
complete with flashing lights. The girls 
are pretty much grown up now; Kelsey is 
20 and getting married next June, while 
Kaitlyn, 18, is at Niagara College preparing 
for a career in nursing. 

The school bus is stored in the backyard, 
waiting for the eventual arrival of 
grandchildren.

Pat Raso 

As for his working career,  
Pat spent 10 years at a 
grocery store in Welland, 
where he met his wife 
Kelly.  He decided to learn a 
trade and attended Niagara 
College to become a certified 
welder. “It was a short 
amount of school for a job 
that paid a decent wage with 
good job security,” he notes.

After college, Pat  
was employed at  
a metal fabrication  
shop in Fort Erie  
before joining  
Walker Industries  
in 2001.

“I like what I do,” he says.  “I really like 
working with steel.”  He also likes being 
a Walker employee.  “It’s not a company 
that’s run by nameless, faceless people 
who pull strings,” Pat says, noting that 
members of the Walker family make 
routine appearances at company functions 
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such as annual barbecues for Ridgemount 
employees.

“It’s a great company to work for,” he 
adds.  “They expect us to live up to their 
high standards and they care about 
important things, like looking after the 
environment.  But they don’t stand over 
your shoulder.”
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