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Geologists working in the petroleum 
industry rarely get a chance to get a good 
look at the layers of rock in which oil can 
be found.  Most of the time, they will study 
drilled core samples.

But recently a group of such geologists 
were able to see the rock formation that 
hosts oil deposits in Ontario by visiting the 
McGregor Quarry.

About 25 members of the Eastern Section 
of the American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists and the Ontario Petroleum 
Institute took a field trip to the quarry 
September 27, 2014. The group were 
delegates attending a conference in 
London, Ontario, that was organized by  
the two associations.  

Dr. Denis Tetreault, from the Department 
of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the 
University of Windsor and Terry Carter of 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
led the visit.  

Denis explains that while the McGregor 
Quarry is not a source of petroleum 
because the rock there is too close to the  
surface, the actual rock formation is 
indicative of the geology of areas of 

Geologists Examine Rock Formations  
in McGregor Quarry 

McGregor and 
Amherstburg 
Quarries Update 
It’s turning out to be a busy fall season at 
the McGregor and Amherstburg quarries.  
This is due to the late arrival of spring and 
local contractors working hard to finish  
up their construction projects before 
winter sets in, according to Ryan Wall, 
area manager of the quarries.

The Amherstburg Quarry is scheduled to 
be shut down for the season, November 1  
until the spring of 2015, while the 
McGregor Quarry will work on reduced 
production hours starting in December.  
The McGregor Quarry is operational all 
year round.

Stripping and the removal of overburden 
are underway in the quarry expansion 
area, to the north of the existing quarry.  
This will expose the rock to be quarried 
out.  

On another front, upgrades have been 
made to the quarries’ electrical systems.  
“We are working on improvements to 
help lower our energy costs and minimize 
our environmental footprint,” Ryan says.  
This work includes upgrading hydro lines, 
replacing old transformer stations which 
use a lot of power, and installing electrical 
controls to motorized equipment in the 
processing plant.

Ontario where petroleum is available.

“You can see a good cross-section of the 
rock stratigraphy at the quarry,” he says.  
“It helps us understand what is going on 
underground elsewhere in Ontario.”

In addition to bringing professional 
geologists to the quarry, Denis often 
brings groups of his students in for visits. 
“It’s the only location in this part of 
the province where students can study 
limestone rock formations in place,” he 
says.

Petroleum geologists visited the McGregor Quarry to study the rock formation.  

Overburden is now being 
stripped from the McGregor 
Quarry expansion area.
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Jeff Clark, his brother Jamie, and 
father Reg working on a parking 
area and concrete base for a  
mini self-storage facility in Harrow.  

Problems Offer 
Opportunities 
for Reg Clark 
Trucking 
Where other companies might 
see problems, the team at Reg 
Clark Trucking sees business 
opportunities. The Harrow-based 
company has expanded from 
simply a trucking company in 
1972 to a business that develops 
solutions to challenging issues.

As an example, the Atlas Tube 
company was having issues 
with the road base in its yard. 
Equipment carrying huge heavy 
loads of steel coils and tubes was 
causing the road base to wave, 
and sometimes the machines 
would actually become stuck in 
the yard.

Jeff Clark, who manages the  
family-owned company, put his  
mind to resolving the problem. By laying 
down geotextile and a larger base rock 
from the McGregor Quarry, the load-
carrying capacity of the yard was increased, 
and incidence of waving and rutting 
eliminated.

Another challenge that Reg Clark Trucking 
is addressing is the prevalence of invasive 
phragmites in open drainage ditches.  
These plants are tall and grassy with 
fluffy plumes of brown seed heads in the 
winter. Phragmites are known to plug up 
drainage ditches, slowing the water flow 

CUSTOMER PROFILE 

and allowing sediment to back up in the 
ditches. The trucking company is mowing 
and wicking the plants with a herbicide 
that’s absorbed by the phragmites, but 
does not end up in the ground water. “This 
eliminates the environmental concerns of 
spraying and the drifting of chemicals to 
other areas,” Jeff says. 

Yet another business for Reg Clark Trucking 
involves creating landscape mulch or 
boiler fuel for greenhouses, from bush 
lots that are cleared for farming. Among 
the company’s equipment are a horizontal 

grinder and recycler.

Among the materials the company sources 
from the McGregor and Amherstburg 
quarries is armour stone, used for shore 
protection, landscaping and building 
projects as far away as New York State.

“Jeff’s family’s operation has been a loyal, 
long-time customer of our quarries,” says 
area manager Ryan Wall. “He is a great 
guy who helps expand our product base 
by coming up with creative solutions for 
customers on how to use our aggregates.”

Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   Some 10,000 tonnes of granular A stone and 5,400 

tonnes of screenings from the McGregor Quarry 
are being used to build a section of the Trans 

Canada nature trail through Leamington.  
The trail runs approximately 10 kilometres, 

parallel to Highway 77, from the  
4th Concession to Essex County Road 8. 

Leamington Multi-Use Trail   



Walker Publishes First Sustainability 
Report  
Walker Industries has published its first-ever sustainability report. It’s part of the 
company’s strong commitment to sustainability, which has been instilled in the Walker 
culture through its five generations of family ownership.

“The company’s success has been the result of understanding that in order for the 
company to thrive, our communities, our environment and our people must also 
be thriving – not just today but into the future,” says president John Fisher. “Our 
sustainability reporting provides a level of transparency and also holds us accountable.”

The 44-page report provides a baseline for sustainability – a summary of Walker’s 
performance to date – and sets goals to shape its future. Highlights include social, 
environmental and economic achievements by the company and its employees during 
2013.  Among those highlights are details of Walker’s philanthropic activities, efforts 
to reduce its carbon footprint and protect threatened species of wildlife, and its 
contributions to the economies of areas in which its operations are located.

“Publishing this report not only demonstrates to our partners and our communities the 
tangible actions we take, but it also drives our people to even greater achievements,” 
says Alison Braithwaite, the company’s vice-president of Environmental Performance. 

To review the report in full, visit http://www.walkerind.com/corporate/sustainability/ 

“Our sustainability reporting provides a 
level of transparency and also holds us 
accountable,” says Walker president John 
Fisher. 

Household Chores 
Await Jim’s 
Retirement  
Jim Paquette knows that when he retires 
from work in the next year or two, he’ll 
have a long list of chores waiting for him 
at home.  The 65-year-old loader operator 
at the McGregor Quarry says his wife 
Pauline has a “honey do” list that she 
claims will keep him busy until he’s 106.  
“My grandfather died at the age of 105,  
so I have to live for at least that long.” 

Jim’s long hours are the reason for the pile 
up of odd jobs around his house, about a 
mile-and-a-half from the quarry. He works 
from 6:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday until 
Friday, and from 6:30 until noon or 3 p.m. 
on Saturdays – all year round.

In addition to loading trucks with stone,  
he also operates excavators, bulldozers and 
other heavy equipment. “I’ve run heavy 
equipment all my life, and enjoy it,” he 
says.  Jim has been employed at the quarry 
for 25 years and previously owned a farm 
drainage contracting business, which he 
took over from his father. He also did  
some farming of cash crops.

During an economic downturn when he 
was concerned about the future of his 
business, Jim was offered a job for a day 
by then quarry owner Bill Smith. “I’ve been 
there ever since,” he says.

Jim says he enjoys the “great guys” he 
works with and also Walker Aggregates, 
which he says is a “good company.”

Jim Paquette puts in long 
hours at the McGregor 
Quarry as a loader operator.

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

During vacations or long weekends, he 
and Pauline head up to their cottage 
near North Bay, where he goes fishing, 
rides four wheelers and socializes with 
neighbouring cottage owners.

Often times, his two daughters, son and 
six grandchildren will come up for a visit.

For years he would fly up to the cottage, 
but since selling his plane he takes to the 
road for the trip, which takes more than 
seven hours each way. He doesn’t get up  
as often as he’d like, but recognizes that 
up north, there’s another list of chores 
waiting for his attention someday as well.

http://www.walkerind.com/corporate/sustainability/
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Amherstburg Quarry 
667 Simcoe Street 
Amherstburg, ON   
N9V 1N4

McGregor Quarry 
6781 North Side Road 
Amherstburg, ON   
N0R 1J0

Ryan Wall  
Area Manager 
519 736 2136  
rwall@walkerind.com  

QUARRY MANAGEMENT 

Summer Community Barbeque

519 736 2136 
Fax: 519 736 6112  
www.walkerind.com
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