
Quarry Update  
The last bit of rock was removed from 
the Duntroon Quarry in October and 
plans are underway to begin work 
in the quarry expansion area next 
spring. A tender has been issued for 
tree planting, and 10 monitoring wells 
and four injection wells have been 
installed in the expansion area.  Also, 
some 3.7 kilometres of fencing has 
been installed around the perimeter. 

A new shop is now being constructed 
on the east side of the existing quarry 
floor, immediately behind the scale 
house. The former shop began to 
come down four years ago, in order 
to extract the rock underneath. 
“Maintenance work on the quarry 
equipment was done both on site, and 
at our Anton Mills Pit shop during the 
off season,” says Duntroon Quarry 
superintendent Rick Laws.

Meanwhile, final rehabilitation is 
ongoing in the southeast corner of the 
existing quarry, which will eventually 
become a lake. Shipping of stone 
from the existing quarry will continue 
throughout the fall and winter 
months.  
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RSVP before November 20  
to Rosemary Ackermann 
705-445-2300 ext. 4223 
rackermann@walkerind.com

Please Join  
Us for Our 

  Holiday PLC 
Wine and Cheese 

 Reception
Thursday, November 27, 2014  

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant  
Singhampton  

Welcome to 
this, the first 
edition of our 
new community 
newsletter, 
StoneViews. 

For 11 years, 
Walker 
Aggregates 
has published 
a newsletter 
called “Stepping 
Stones” about 
our plans to 

expand the Duntroon Quarry. Now that 
we have received a license to do so from 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, we 
have discontinued Stepping Stones and 
are implementing this new, bi-annual 
newsletter.  

The newsletter will be distributed to 
neighbours of our expanded Duntroon 
Quarry, local politicians, other government 
officials and agencies with an interest 
in our quarry operations. It will also 
be available online, within the Walker 
Industries Holdings Limited web site,  
www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates-
inc, under the “Newsletters” tab.

In StoneViews you will find information 
about the progress of the expanded 
Duntroon Quarry and the quarry 
operations, special projects, events, 
our employees, customers, and profiles 
of the very interesting and engaged 
neighbours of the quarry.  We will also 
include significant news from our other 
Walker Aggregates operations, and from 
our parent company Walker Industries 
Holdings Limited.    

Our company philosophy is to be a good 
neighbour, employer, supplier, customer 
and corporate citizen – respecting the 
interests of our communities and the 
environment, and supporting important 
community initiatives.

If you have any questions about our 
existing or expanded Duntroon Quarry 
operations, I invite you to contact our 
quarry superintendent Rick Laws at  
705-445-2300 ext. 4250 or via email at 
rlaws@walkerind.com.   

Ken Lucyshyn  
Executive Vice-President    
Walker Aggregates  

Schoonertown 
Bridge Widening  

Nearly 11,000 tonnes of stone from Walker Aggregates’ quarries was used in the 
expansion of Schoonertown Bridge in Wasaga Beach, including more than 5,000 
tonnes from the Duntroon Quarry.

Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   
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The aggregate business has been a part of Paul McMullen’s 
life for nearly 40 years. His first job was driving a gravel truck 
at the age of 18, and he has since worked at various jobs for 
different companies in the industry. After nearly 20 years at 
Walker Aggregates, Paul is now the production supervisor at 
the Duntroon Quarry.

In his previous roles with Walker, Paul was on site at several 
of the pits and quarries owned by the company, from Fort 
Erie to Severn Township. He has been at Duntroon since 
2006, his most favourite location since it’s close to his home 
in Thornbury. “I couldn’t be happier here,” Paul says, adding 
that he likes being part of the Walker family of employees. 
“They treat us well, and we have a good pension plan and 
benefit package.”

He also enjoys the challenges that come with his job, which 
means ensuring the process involved in producing stone 
is moving ahead smoothly, and quickly dealing with any 
problems that might arise. Although most of the quarry staff 
are pretty positive, Paul says he also works to help keep up 
employee morale, which has sagged at times during the  
12-year process to get approvals for an expanded quarry.

For about 25 years, Paul played guitar in a band called the 
“Country Rovers,” performing evening and weekend gigs in 
bars and banquet halls in cities and towns such as Brampton, 
Barrie and Owen Sound. The band would cover songs from 
such artists as Waylon Jennings, Johnny Cash and Willie 
Nelson. 

Nowadays, Paul is mostly a campfire musician. On weekends, 
he and his wife Barb enjoy travelling in their large trailer to 
campsites across Ontario with their grandchildren. Also in 
his time away from work, Paul and some of his fellow quarry 
employees will gather for a round of golf over at Duntroon 
Highlands or one of the other many courses in the area.

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

A Life-Long  
Quarryman 

Paul McMullen enjoys a round  
of golf with his quarry co-workers 
during his free time.

Building a Solid Foundation  
in the Concrete Business  
Mike Croft has had good success with his concrete business 
Fleshcon, but he’s certainly paid his dues in the business world 
with economic booms and busts over the past 40 years. 

A former heavy equipment mechanic for a road building 
company, Mike decided to become an entrepreneur because he 
“wanted to do something different.  At the beginning, it was 
just me and a backhoe.” He was originally doing small jobs such 
as excavating basements for new home construction.

In 1980, Mike decided to build a concrete plant in Flesherton, 
just before a big recession hit with exorbitantly high interest 
rates. “It nearly killed me,” he recalls.  He concedes that the 
recession offered a good business lesson, teaching him to be 
careful about his business plans and operations.

In 1999, the company expanded again, with the construction 
of a concrete plant in Stayner.  Both Clearview Concrete and 
Flesherton Concrete are the two operating divisions of Fleshcon, 
and together employ about 30 people.

Mike’s concrete is used in large and small residential and 
commercial developments, as well as for government 
infrastructure projects and agricultural structures such as barns. 
Until recently, his main supplier of concrete stone was the 
Duntroon Quarry.  

With the quarry running out of material the past couple of 
years and scaling back production, Mike has had to source his 
limestone from Walker Aggregates’ Severn Quarry, near Orillia. 
“We’ve had to haul the stone a lot further, which makes our 
concrete more expensive for our customers,” he notes. “It’s 
ridiculous. It’s a good hour each way instead of 20 minutes, 
which changes the bottom line for everybody.”

Mike says he is looking forward to being able to source 
aggregate again from Duntroon once Walker begins extracting 
in its expanded quarry.

CUSTOMER PROFILE 

Mike Croft at his Clearview 
Concrete plant in Stayner.



For the fourth year in a row, Walker Aggregates has 
donated 50 trees to the Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club 
to plant along the southern buffer zone of the Duntroon 
Quarry and a neighbouring property.  The most recent 
trees were planted this past May by volunteer members 
of the club.  

The Bruce Trail travels through the Walker property and 
the goal of the club and the company is to eventually 
have a mature, wooded area along the trail, about 1,000 
feet long and 100 feet wide.

Helping to Beautify the 
Bruce Trail  

ABOUT OUR 
NEIGHBOURS A Man of Many Talents 

Road 91 at the 10th 
Concession. The land 
that Bill owns at the 
northwest corner of 
the intersection is 
now forested.

Bill continues to work 
a couple of days each 
week performing 
independent medical 
assessments for 
insurance companies 
and as an expert 
witness in disputes 
about insurance  
claims. He also 
manages his farm 
and has an art studio 
in the former  
Tremont Hotel in Collingwood. 

“As a young boy of about 12 or 13 I used  
to row A.Y. Jackson around Georgian Bay,” 
he says of one of the founding members  
of the Group of Seven painters. “He got 
me into painting and taught me how to 
make a sketch box.  I sketched with him  
for a week in the Ottawa Valley.”

Bill’s paintings have been sold to private 
collectors across Canada and around the 
world.  

Bill Franks and  
his wife, Nancy, 
at their stone 
home on the  
10th Concession. 

Nancy also has an active life in the 
Duntroon area. She worked as a home care 
and public health nurse in Collingwood 
for several years, before retiring to take 
on volunteer VON visits and serve on the 
Collingwood Cinema Club committee.

Bill is a supporter of the Duntroon Quarry 
expansion and of Walker Aggregates.  
“I couldn’t ask for better neighbours,” he 
says, adding that he has purchased some 
120 tonnes of gravel from the quarry over 
the years for the roadways on his farm.  

Tops in Environmental 
Performance  
The Duntroon Quarry has tied one other operation to achieve 
the highest score in Walker Industries’ 2014 Environmental 
Performance Review. That score was 97.5 per cent.

The annual review is part of the company’s commitment to 
environmental performance, under its EARTH 1st program, and 
involved more than 25 sites across North America. “Throughout 
the course of the entire review, I could tell that the Duntroon 
employees were dedicated to environmental performance as 
a whole and were committed to achieving the best score they 
could,” says environmental co-ordinator Matt McMahon who 
conducted the audit at the quarry in July.  

Among the categories being scored were the site’s compliance 
with regulatory requirements, production and utility 
consumption tracking records, measures put in place to prevent 
and mitigate possible environmental impacts, and how the site 
achieves Walker’s EARTH 1st goals which are set each year. These 
goals go above and beyond each site’s operating requirements 
and include items such as updating to high efficiency heating 
equipment, installing impervious surfaces below fueling stations, 
and donating old shop structures and equipment to Habitat for 
Humanity for re-use.  

Bill Franks fits the true definition of 
a renaissance man. A physician with 
expertise in physical rehabilitation 
medicine, he is also a renowned Canadian 
artist with additional interests in local 
history and conservation.

Bill, his wife Nancy, and their three 
children moved to Duntroon to live full-
time in 1986, but their ties to the area 
stretch back much earlier. Bill’s family 
connection to the area began in 1946 
when his parents purchased a stone 
farmhouse on the 10th Concession just 
west of County Road 91 as a weekend 
retreat from their work in Toronto. 

Both parents were accomplished 
physicians – his mother was the first 
female psychiatrist in Canada, and his 
father did research work with Sir Frederick 
Banting, who in 1923 won the Nobel Prize 
for Medicine for his work in the discovery 
of insulin. Bill’s father also distinguished 
himself as the inventor of the “Franks 
Flying Suit,” an antigravity suit worn by 
pilots during World War II while on flying 
missions.

The stone house where Bill and Nancy 
live was built sometime around 1863 and 
housed workers from an adjacent quarry, 
formerly located on both sides of County 



Frank Kielbowich   
Operations Manager   
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rlaws@walkerind.com  
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Walker Publishes First Sustainability Report  
Walker Industries has published its first-
ever sustainability report. It’s part of 
the company’s strong commitment to 
sustainability, which has been instilled 
in the Walker culture through its five 
generations of family ownership.

“The company’s success has been the 
result of understanding that in order for 
the company to thrive, our communities, 
our environment and our people must 
also be thriving – not just today but into 
the future,” says president John Fisher. 
“Our sustainability reporting provides a 

level of transparency and also holds us 
accountable.”

The 44-page report provides a baseline 
for sustainability – a summary of Walker’s 
performance to date – and sets goals 
to shape its future. Highlights include 
social, environmental and economic 
achievements by the company and 
its employees during 2013. Among 
those highlights are details of Walker’s 
philanthropic activities, efforts to 
reduce its carbon footprint and protect 
threatened species of wildlife, and its 

contributions to the economies of areas in 
which its operations are located.

“Publishing this report not only 
demonstrates to our partners and our 
communities the tangible actions we 
take, but it also drives our people to 
even greater achievements,” says Alison 
Braithwaite, the company’s vice-president 
of Environmental Performance. 

To review the report in full, visit  
http://www.walkerind.com/corporate/
sustainability/  
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