
Rogers Tower 
Installed   
Walker Aggregates has 
entered into a land lease 
agreement with Rogers 
Communications for the 
installation of a cell tower 
at the front of the Edgar Pit 
property. “The tower will help 
improve cell service in the 
area,” says Walker executive 
vice-president Ken Lucyshyn, 
adding that cell phone 
reception in and around the 
pit has been very poor.

He notes that Rogers had 
originally sought to have 
the tower placed on higher 
ground at the back of the 
property, near a wooded  
area, but the company  
refused to allow this.

Quarry and Pits Update  
Start up production at the Severn Quarry was delayed this year due to the 
cold weather; frost and wet conditions meant that stone was not required for 
construction projects as early as usual. Production was scheduled to start February 2, 
but was delayed until February 19. Sales of aggregate from Severn are projected to  
be about the same as in 2014, according to superintendent Roger McGillvray. 

The harsh winter meant that plenty of sand from the Anten Mills Pit was used on 
local roadways. For the 2015 construction season, both the Anten Mills and Edgar pits 
are expected to be trucking out plenty of precast concrete sand and asphalt sand, 
says superintendent Ryan Dosch.  A new pinnacle stacker has been acquired for the 
Edgar Pit. The old 80-foot stacker was in need of repair and was limited in the height 
of piles it could create. The new stacker extends 125 feet.  

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE NEIGHBOURS OF THE SEVERN QUARRY, EDGAR PIT & ANTEN MILLS PIT Spring/Summer 2015

Skipping Stones

A new pinnacle stacker has been 
purchased for the Edgar Pit.  

Protecting Eastern Whip-poor-wills    
As extraction of the Anten Mills Pit 
continues along the west side of the 
property, work is being done to protect 
and enhance the habitat of the Eastern 
Whip-poor-will, which has been found to 
inhabit five hectares of the site. The bird  
is considered threatened in Ontario.  

Certified wildlife biologist Robin Craig was 
hired by the company to conduct a survey 
of Eastern Whip-poor-wills during the 
2013 breeding season. The field work was 
done in the evenings during the full moon 
period in May and June, when the birds 
are most vocal. “You only know about 
their location at night when you can hear 
their calls,” Robin says.  

The birds are a bit smaller than a crow and 
have fairly wide wing spans. “They like to 
nest on the ground in semi-open forest 
areas, where there are poor soils and little 
or no ground vegetation,” he says.

Walker is taking steps to ensure that areas 
around the pit continue to offer nesting, 
feeding and territorial habitats. As a  
result, a mitigation plan was developed 
last year.  

The plan includes reducing the overall 
size of the extraction area from 19.4 
hectares to about 17 hectares, with the 
west forested area and an area to the east 
of the licensed area to be excluded from 
future operations.  

Stripping of overburden in the habitat 
areas of the whip-poor-wills will not be 
carried out between May 1 and September 
30 to allow the birds to hatch and raise 
their young. Further, because Eastern 
Whip-poor-wills are nocturnal, operations 
of the pit will only happen between  
5 a.m. and 8 p.m. to protect the birds 
while they are breeding and establishing 
their territories.

In addition, Walker is creating more than 
five hectares of new habitat for whip-
poor-wills in an area to the east of the 
existing pit, including replacing topsoil and 
planting native grasses, ferns and trees.

Robin says the mitigation plan that Walker 
is adopting for the Eastern Whip-poor-
will will benefit the species because it will 
create more habitat than what previously 
existed at the site.

http://www.walkerind.com/


A Good Job Close to Home  

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

Pete Schwab spends his free time renovating the family home.

When Pete Schwab first joined Walker Aggregates 10 
years ago, he was spending weekdays during the winter 
at the company’s Ridgemount Quarries near Fort Erie, 
and summers at the Severn Quarry. He was hired on to 
operate the crushers at the two quarries – Ridgemount 
was crushing all winter, while at that time Severn only 
produced aggregates in the summer. It was a way to 
keep working all year, but not the best arrangement for 
family life. 

For nearly 20 years previous to joining Walker, Pete 
worked for a trucking company delivering and 
offloading stone products. He travelled all over Ontario  
and wasn’t home much then either.

Work life has been much better over the past eight 
years. As lead hand, Pete works 11 hours a day at the 
Severn Quarry, four days a week, with every Friday off. 
“It’s a good job, with a good salary and benefits,” Pete 
says of his job at Walker.

During his free time, Pete has been updating the house on his 
wife Anita’s family farm. A registered practical nurse at a nursing 
home in Orillia, Anita had been temporarily living along with 
Pete and her widower dad in her father’s house in Washago. 
Anita’s dad had chronic health problems and she was helping  
to care for him. 

When he tragically died in a car accident one year ago, the 
couple moved permanently to the farm house and have been 
renovating it ever since. It’s an ongoing project, says Pete. 

During their free time in the summer, Pete and Anita enjoy 
travelling the countryside in their motor home.

Ron Plewman 

It is with great sadness that the employees 
of Walker Aggregates learned of the 
passing of Ron Plewman in November  
2014 at the age of 68.

Ron was a long-time employee of Walker 
Industries, having served as production 
supervisor, operations manager, and  
then vice-president of all of Walker’s 
operations from 1976 to 1999. 

A former resident of St. Catharines, he moved to Meaford, 
Ontario, after his retirement. Ron continued to work for Walker 
Aggregates as a consultant on special projects and overseeing  
the operations of the Clarksburg Pit, near Collingwood.

“He was a leader and an inspiration,” notes Aggregates  
executive vice-president Ken Lucyshyn, who says Ron was a 
personal mentor to him. 

“He was a very gentle man, with a lot of integrity, who had a 
great deal of respect within the industry. He was a tremendous 
influence on the people he worked with here at Walker, and we 
will miss him deeply.”

Ron leaves behind his devoted wife Connie, and daughters  
Dayna and Sharlene and their families.  

Gene Fortin 

A 35-year employee of Walker Industries, 
Gene Fortin, passed away suddenly in 
March 2015. Gene Fortin began his career 
at Norjohn Contracting and Paving as a 
heavy equipment mechanic. 

He held his most recent position as 
equipment manager for the Walker 
Aggregates and Construction Group for 
more than 20 years.

“For those of us who knew Gene, we know he was a committed 
family man who was always ready with a laugh, extremely  
fun-loving and so lovable,” says Walker executive vice-president 
Ken Lucyshyn. 

“He was also like family to many employees at Walker 
Industries. He will be sorely missed for so many reasons, 
especially the loyalty and dedication he showed to our 
company.”

Gene was based at Walker’s head office in Thorold and lived in 
Niagara Falls.

He leaves behind his loving wife Larisa, daughter Ashton and 
step-son Timour.  

In Memory of Ron Plewman and Gene Fortin 



Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   

For the first time, sand from the Anten Mills Pit has been used for golf 
course bunkers. Some loads of the sand have been trucked to the Sparrow 
Lakes Golf Club in Welland. This type of sand is typically sold by Walker 
Aggregates for use in the manufacture of bricks.  
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Sparrow Lakes 
Golf Club

An Industry Achievement Award 
The Severn Quarry has won a Community Relations Award from the Ontario Stone, 
Sand & Gravel Association (OSSGA). The award recognizes good neighbourly 
activities, community involvement, media relations, education and industry 
awareness.

The quarry was recognized for community relations – such as hosting an annual 
holiday wine and cheese event, neighbourhood picnics, participation in local Santa 
Claus parades – support for local organizations, and efforts to reduce dust and the 
effects of blasting.

The awards review panel was comprised of judges including representatives of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Ducks Unlimited, associate members of 
the OSSGA and Mayor Dennis Lever of Puslinch Township.   

Walker Aggregates operations manager Frank Kielbowich accepts the OSSGA 
Community Relations Award from association president James Gordon.

A $50,000 Gift to 
South Georgian Bay  
The Walker family and Walker Industries 
Holdings Limited have committed to 
a donation of $50,000 to help provide 
families in South Georgian Bay with safe, 
decent and affordable homes. 

The gift is part of a $200,000 donation 
over this year and next to four affiliates of 
Habitat for Humanity in Ontario – in South 
Georgian Bay, Windsor-Essex, Niagara and 
Halton. These are among the regions in 
Ontario where Walker’s operations are 
located. The company operates pits and 
stone quarries in Simcoe County.

“The Walker family, the company and its 
employees are committed to making a 
difference in the communities where we  
do business,” says Sheila (Walker) 
Bonapace, one of the Walker Industries’ 
shareholders. “We continually look to 
find ways to improve the social and 
environmental conditions in these 
communities, and are so pleased to 
support Habitat for Humanity in helping 
families in need to purchase their own 
homes.”

Habitat homes are built with contributions 
of building materials, goods and volunteer 
labour from businesses, along with 
financial donations from individuals, 
groups and corporations. The Habitat for 
Humanity model ensures that low-income 
families own their homes and no longer 
rely on social housing subsidies. 

The approximately 200 employees of 
Walker Aggregates came together in 
Orillia in February for two days of  
lectures and workshops focusing on 
safety. The featured guest speaker was 
Paul Kells, founder of Safe Communities  
Canada, whose 19-year-old son died in  
a workplace accident in 1994. 

Safety is a Walker 
Priority



Severn Quarry Holiday Reception 2014

Friends and neighbours of the Severn Quarry shared some good cheer with Walker staff at the PLC Holiday Reception at the Stone Gate Inn 
last December. 

Employees from Walker Aggregates’ Simcoe operations with a float they 
entered in Santa Claus parades in Orillia, Stayner, Coldwater and Creemore.  

Roger McGillvray   
Superintendent   
Severn Quarry 
705 689 6800 ext. 222  
rmcgillvray@walkerind.com 

Ryan Dosch  
Superintendent   
Edgar and Anten Mills Pits   
705 487 2380  
rdosch@walkerind.com 

Severn Quarry   
2646 Nichols Line  
Orillia, ON  L3V 6H3   
705 689 6800

Edgar Pit  
1540 Line 7 North, RR #2  
Oro Station, ON  L0L 2E0   
705 487 2380

Anten Mills Pit  
4436 Horseshoe Valley Rd. W.  
Minesing, ON  L0L 1Y0   
705 726 6597www.walkerind.com 

QUARRY MANAGEMENT 
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Frank Kielbowich   
Operations Manager   
905 680 3673   
fkielbowich@walkerind.com 

You’re Invited!   
Friends and neighbours of the Severn Quarry are 
invited to the annual

Summer BBQ & Quarry Tour

Wednesday, August 12, 2015  
at the Quarry Shop from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.   
Buses for the tour and blast load at 4:45 p.m.

Friends and neighbours of the Anten Mills and 
Edgar pits are also welcome to attend, and asked 
to call Rosemary to RSVP 705-445-2300 ext. 4223. 

Hope to see you there!

Santa Claus Parades

http://www.walkerind.com/
http://www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates-inc/

