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StoneViews

More than 13,000 trees have been planted in the expansion area.

Work continues on upgrading County Road 91. 

Quarry Update 
Work is progressing well on the expanded Duntroon Quarry. 
Stripping has been completed for the season and drilling is 
underway for a sink cut. The first sink cut blast was set off in early 
October. Aggregate extracted from the expansion area will be 
stockpiled until the rock can be trucked to the processing plant on 
the floor of the existing quarry. Processing will occur during the 
late fall and early winter.

The temporary tunnel under County Road 91 that will connect 
the Duntroon Quarry and the expansion area is expected to be 
finished in November. 

The roadworks on County Road 91 are moving forward, albeit  
slowly due to delays from local utility companies. There are 17 poles 
that need to be relocated in order to complete the road works.  

Meanwhile, more than 13,000 trees have been planted this year 
as part of the reforestation plans in the expansion area. A total of 
32,000 trees will be planted over the next three years.

Dr. Paul Richardson from the Centre for Ecosystem Resilience at 
the University of Waterloo, along with The Ontario Aggregate 
Resources Corporation, is seeking to study the reforestation at the 
quarry expansion to determine how quickly an old-growth forest 
can be created. Funding for the project is being sought from the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada.   

The Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) had requested more 
information from Clearview Township on its development permit 
applications for the construction work on the 10th Concession and 
County Road 26/27. This information has been provided to the 
NEC, and the next step will be for its staff to prepare a report on 
the applications. 

A reception to mark the official start of the expanded Duntroon 
Quarry was held October 22, at press time for StoneViews. More 
information and photos from this event will be published in the 
spring/summer edition of this newsletter.  

Please Join Us for Our 

Holiday PLC Wine & Cheese Reception
Thursday, November 26, 2015  •  6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant, Singhampton 

RSVP before November 19 

to Rosemary Ackermann   •   705-445-2300 ext. 4223   •   rackermann@walkerind.com

http://www.walkerind.com/


Richard Young 
at home with 
a collection of 
his watercolour 
paintings.

An Architect and an Artist 

ABOUT OUR 
NEIGHBOURS 

After a long career as one of Canada’s pre-eminent architects, Richard Young 
has traded his drafting table in Toronto for an artist’s easel in Duntroon. Richard 
retired from Young + Wright / IBI Group Architects last year, a firm that grew 
under his guidance to more than 100 employees. His most notable projects 
have included the Rogers Centre (formerly the Skydome), where he was on the 
executive committee responsible for the building’s construction; the Aviva Centre 
(formerly the Rexall Centre) on the campus of York University and the home of 
Tennis Canada; the prestigious Wickaninnish Inn in Tofino, B.C.; a 40,000-seat  
stadium in Victoria, B.C. constructed for the 1994 Commonwealth Games; the 
Science Complex at the University of Guelph; numerous other buildings at 
Canadian universities and high-rise condominiums in downtown Toronto.

Richard and his wife Marilyn purchased their 70-acre farm on County Road 26/27  
18 years ago. They had decided to settle in Clearview Township and leave urban  
life in Toronto behind. They were familiar with the area, having spent winter 
weekends for many years at their chalet at the Osler Bluff Ski Club. The renovations 
to their 1885 Duntroon farmhouse and extensive gardens have been featured in 
On The Bay magazine.

“The air is good and we have a great quality of life here,” he says of his 
homestead. He and Marilyn also enjoy socializing with other people who’ve 
chosen to live in the area. These days, Richard can often be found painting 
watercolours in his studio on the farm, and in a studio he rents during the winters 
in the former Tremont Hotel in Collingwood.  

Richard says he was aware of the Duntroon Quarry when he moved to his home, 
but not the expansion – which was not then contemplated by Walker Aggregates. 
“It was a pre-existing condition and fulfills a community need in terms of jobs,” he 
says. He is accepting of the expansion, and is pleased with the reforestation that 
Walker is performing between his property and the setback of the expansion area. 
“They are our neighbours and we want a good relationship with the quarry.”

Richard is also looking forward to the plans to upgrade Country Road 26/27, as 
part of the road agreement Walker formed with Clearview Township. “A little 
more traffic is fine,” he says. “The road upgrade will make it easier and faster to 
get into town in Collingwood.”

Historic Kiln 
Restored  
Walker Aggregates has been working with 
the Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club and 
10th Concession neighbour, Dr. Bill Franks 
to restore an old historic lime kiln on his 
property and create a loop from the main 
Bruce Trail to the kiln.  

This structure, estimated to be more than 
100 years old, is situated in a heavily-
forested area of the property. Historical 
records demonstrate that lime burning was 
a significant industry in the area from the 
1850’s until the early 1900s, as result of the 
plentiful supply of high-quality, limestone 
aggregate.   

Walker has made a donation to this project 
by supplying the materials for the loop 
pathway, installing fencing to isolate the 
area from Dr. Franks’ other property and 
constructing a safety railing around the 
structure. 

Restoration work was done on a lime kiln 
near the Bruce Trail.

New Equipment 
Manager  
Collingwood resident 
Murray Arcaro is 
the new equipment 
manager for Walker 
Industries. He started 
his career as a truck, 
coach and heavy 
equipment mechanic 
at the Duntroon 
Quarry and is now 
responsible for the 
purchasing, repair and maintenance of 
heavy equipment at all Walker Industry sites.   

Murray Arcaro



Laurie is a Local 
Country Girl 
Every weekday morning, Laurie Wilson 
leaves her farm house for the 20-minute 
drive to the office at the Duntroon Quarry.  
As the wife of a farmer, whose livelihood 
is dependent on many factors outside 
his control, Laurie Wilson knows how 
important her job is to the income of the 
family household.  In fact, when asked 
if she plans to retire from her work at 
the Duntroon Quarry in the foreseeable 
future, she simply laughs and adds, “No, 
our combine broke down yesterday.”

Laurie and her husband Art live on one of 
the family’s farms just outside Creemore.  
Her son, and his wife and children, live on 
another.  Art and his ancestors have been 
farmers in the area for nearly a century.  
These days, the work on the land involves 
raising cattle and cash crops.  

For her part, Laurie spent 30 years in the 
banking industry in Collingwood before 
coming to the Duntroon Quarry as an 
accounting clerk just over a decade ago. 
She’s a local girl, having grown up just 
outside of Stayner and attending high 
school in Collingwood.

“I love working at Walker,” she says 
of the company.  “I love the people up 
here.  They go above and beyond what’s 
necessary. They’re focused on doing 
a good job, on being involved in the 
community and on their families.”

Laurie handles accounts receivable for 
all of Walker Aggregate’s operations in 

Where the 
Rock Goes   
Where the 
Rock Goes   

Duntroon Highlands Golf Course 

Bunker sand from the Duntroon Quarry is in demand at golf courses across the province, as far away as Windsor, and including 
the local Duntroon Highlands Golf Club.  The Duntroon Quarry sand is prized for its white colour and quality – including its 
density and drainage characteristics. The quarry processes and ships nearly 4,000 tonnes of bunker sand to golf courses each year.

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

Simcoe County, orders supplies for all the 
locations and is one of the organizers of 
the company’s community events – such as 
the annual Duntroon Quarry community 
BBQ and the preparation of floats for 
nearby Santa Claus parades.

In her spare time, she spends as much time 

as she can with her grandchildren, often 
driving them to activities such as hockey 
and robotics team meetings. She also likes 
to read and work outside in her garden – 
including mowing the large yard around 
her farmhouse every week on her riding 
lawn mower. 

Laurie Wilson with 
her grandchildren 
Mackenzie and Brady 
on the family farm.



Frank Kielbowich   
Operations Manager   
905 680 3673   
fkielbowich@walkerind.com

Rick Laws   
Quarry Superintendent   
705 445 2300 ext.4250   
rlaws@walkerind.com  

Duntroon Quarry  
Simcoe County Road 91   
Duntroon, ON  L0M 1H0   
705 445 2300  www.walkerind.com 

QUARRY MANAGEMENT 
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Duntroon Quarry Summer BBQ 2015
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