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Walker Brothers Quarries Update
Production at the Walker Brothers
Quarries (WBQ) resumed the first of April
after a shutdown in February and March
for routine winter maintenance. Much of
the stone trucked out of the quarries last
year was used by the St. Lawrence Seaway
for the reconstruction of tie-up walls at
the Welland Canal.
“We’re expecting to have the same level
of stone production this year as last,” says
quarry superintendent Mark Harmsworth.

A huge new wheel loader was recently
acquired for the quarries. The John Deere
844K machine brings to two the number
of loaders now filling the trucks that come
to the quarries for stone.
Steve Shisler has been promoted to the
job of production coordinator at WBQ.
He previously worked in quality control at
both WBQ and the Ridgemount Quarries,
ensuring the various types of aggregates
being produced meet industry standards.
Steve Shisler is the new production coordinator.

Where the
Rock Goes
A new wheel loader fills trucks coming to the quarry for stone.

Agricultural Lime
Applications

Walker Purchases Organic Waste
Processing Company
Walker Environmental Group (WEG) in January finalized the purchase of All Treat
Farms of Arthur, Ontario. All Treat owns and operates one of Ontario’s largest
composting, soil blending and packaging facilities in Ontario. Its products are sold in
many large retail stores and garden centres across Ontario and Canada.
The purchase enables Walker to expand its support for municipal and commercial
waste diversion programs, and gives the company access to the bagging market for
compost and soil additive products.
“The purchase of All Treat is the latest acquisition in our deliberate strategy to become
Ontario’s preeminent player in the processing of organic waste, and represents the
latest piece in the development of our comprehensive organics strategy and focus,”
says WEG executive vice-president Mike Watt.
All Treat owners George and Linda White said when they decided to sell their
company, they chose Walker because its family culture and value system is closely
aligned with that of All Treat.
“We wanted to ensure that the company that purchases All Treat considers our
employees and our community as we would do,” they said.

Approximately 6,000 tonnes of
dolomitic lime from the Walker
Brothers Quarries is used by farmers
in and around the Niagara region each
year. The lime is used as a natural
soil supplement. It neutralizes acidic
soils, and also provides additional
magnesium and calcium for plant
uptake.

CUSTOMER PROFILE

Demar is a general contracting company
that specializes in water main, sewer and
road reconstruction projects.
According to estimator and project
manager Dimitri Marianos, much of
the work done by Demar is done for
municipalities. A previous major project
involved the excavation and site servicing
for the two towers and parking garage of
the Hilton Hotel in Niagara Falls.
The company has also been involved with
numerous methane gas recovery projects
across Ontario, installing piping in landfills
to generators that convert the gas into
a useable energy source. This includes
working on the methane collection system
at Walker’s Thorold landfill, as well as
landfills in the Ottawa, Ingersoll, Windsor
and Cornwall areas.

The Demar construction crew takes a quick break
from a road works project in Niagara Falls to pose for a group photo.

Construction is a Family Affair for Demar
Demar Construction is a family business
in the truest sense of the word. Founded
16 years ago by George Marianos, the
Thorold business also employs his wife,
two sons and, at one time, his daughter

as well. The family emigrated from
Greece to Canada in 1985 with a history
in the construction business. George’s
father himself was one of the first
general contractors in Athens.

Demar purchases aggregates and asphalt
from Walker Aggregates, and has placed
orders of up to 40,000 tonnes for one
particular project. The company is also
a supplier to Walker, bringing recycled
asphalt and concrete to the quarries to be
reprocessed and reused.
“We have a great relationship and Walker
is great to work with,” Dimitri says.
“We like to form relationships with our
suppliers, and the team at Walker is very
organized and steady. We always know
what to expect.”

An ‘Egg’citing Experience for Isaac
A seasonal slowdown in his work environment turned into an enlightening
experience this past February for Vineland Quarries labourer Isaac Pelissero. With
the quarry in the slow part of the production cycle, Isaac decided to take on a
volunteer project for a month, teaching workers at an orphanage in Swaziland how
to become egg farmers.
The opportunity came through the Egg Farmers of Canada and the International
Egg Foundation, which are co-sponsoring the egg farming project. Isaac’s dad is an
egg farmer in Smithville and vice chairman of the Egg Farmers of Canada, and Isaac
himself has been helping out on the family farm since he was five or six years old.
As part of an effort to make the orphanage self sustaining and provide employment
for local villagers, a farm has been created on the site, including a barn to house
2,500 chickens. Malnutrition is a major concern in the tiny African country of
Swaziland, and eggs provide an excellent source of protein. HIV and AIDS is another
major concern, with Swaziland having the highest rate of the disease in the world,
killing people who’ve left behind hundreds of thousands of orphaned children.
Before travelling to Swaziland, Isaac had only travelled to other parts of Canada,
and as far as Florida in the U.S. “It was a very big culture change,” he says of his
experience.
“I am much more humble now and appreciate what we have in Canada,” Isaac says of
his experience teaching local villagers to become egg farmers. “This opportunity has
made me think in a much less selfish way about what I do with my money and my time.”
For more information about the Swaziland egg farming project, or to make a
donation, visit eggfarmers.ca/heartforafrica.

Isaac Pelissero
plays with two
of the children
living at the
Project Canaan
orphanage in
Swaziland.

EMPLOYEE
PROFILE

Les is Soon to Retire
From a Job He Loves
After more than 32 years working at
Walker Industries, Les Hegyes is looking
forward to retiring this June. Les began
seasonal work with Norjohn Contracting
in 1984 in road construction and then got
a job at Walker Brothers Quarries in
2001. At the quarry, he has done a bit of
everything from driving a water truck and
snow plow to operating the crusher. Most
recently he has been a haul truck driver.
Les immigrated to Canada from the
Transylvania region of Romania in 1977.
“They pulled my fangs so you don’t need
to worry about me,” he jokes, in reference
to his homeland’s famous literary figure,
Count Dracula.
Les had decided to flee the brutal regime
of communist leader Nicolae Ceausescu,
and start a new life in either the U.S.,
Australia or Canada – which ever country
would take him in first. He lived a few
years in Toronto where he met his future
bride, Elizabeth, at a banquet hall. After
their marriage, the couple moved to her
home town of Welland, where Les worked
for a number of years at the former Union
Carbide plant before joining Walker.
His enthusiasm for his work is evidenced

Saving the Tree
Saplings

WEG project manager Tim MacGillivray
and Kayanase ecologist Dan Werner
with some of saplings they’ve removed
to re-plant and grow.

Les Hegyes at home with
his wife Elizabeth (right)
and daughter Lisa.

by his routine of showing up for work an
hour early each day, at around 6 a.m., to
have coffee with his work mates. Except
for knee replacement surgery a few years
ago and a recent bad cold, Les has never
missed a day of work. “I love to come in
every day,” he says.
He has no intention of retiring completely
and will be looking for a part-time job,

As part of its management of the wetland
treatment system at the City of Thorold’s
closed Rice Road Landfill, employees
from Walker Environmental Group were
noticing that tree saplings had sprouted
up on the site over the past 10 years.
These saplings needed to be removed
to prevent damage to the treatment
system. Many of the saplings were native
Carolinian forest tree species – including
tulip, black walnut and red oak. Rather
than destroy the trees once they were
removed, Walker’s director of Strategic
Growth, Darren Fry, thought of another
idea. He learned of a company called
Kayanase greenhouse on the Six Nations
Reserve near Brantford, which specializes
in conserving regionally genetic trees and
plants. He reached out and teams from
Kayanase and WEG removed some 100
saplings for the greenhouse to replant
and grow, with the seeds to be collected
and stored in its seed bank.
“Not only will we give these trees a new
home to grow and thrive, but we will
allow them to be enjoyed by generations
to come,” says Kayanase ecologist Dan
Werner.

one or two days per week. “I like this
company so much, I’d like to be part of
it still a little bit,” he says. He will also be
spending time doing chores around his
home – including cutting his five acres of
lawn – and helping his wife care for the
couple’s 27-year-old daughter, Lisa, who
has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair.
“She will always live with us at home and
I’ll be able to help out more,” Les says.

An Expanded
Sales Role
Shea Gordon has been given an
increased role as a sales representative
for Walker Aggregates in Niagara.
Where he was formerly responsible
for specialty aggregate products, Shea
is now handling sales of all aggregates
and hot mix products from Walker’s
Niagara operations.

Public Liaison
Committee
Holiday
Reception 2015

Neighbours and friends of Walker Industries’ head office operations shared some holiday cheer at the Benchmark Restaurant at Niagara
College last December.

Project of the Year

An Award for Community Relations
Walker Brothers Quarries (WBQ)
has received a Community Relations
Award from the Ontario Stone, Sand &
Gravel Association (OSSGA). The award
recognizes quarries that demonstrate
leadership in promoting good neighbour
relations, community involvement,
education and industry awareness.
WBQ works to minimize dust and noise
through the use of berms, water trucks
and hoods on conveyor belts that move
stone through the crushing process. By
hosting holiday events in the community,
donating stone to local projects and
educating students about quarry-related
topics WBQ demonstrates its commitment
to positive community relations.

Walker Aggregates general manager for
Niagara & the West GTA, Frank Kielbowich,
accepts a community relations award from
OSSGA board chair Steve Bisson.

The awards review panel was comprised
of judges from outside the aggregate
industry – including representatives
from Ducks Unlimited Canada, the
Cornerstone Standards Council and the
Ontario Ministry of Resources and Forestry.

The District School Board of Niagara
Walker Living Campus at Woodend was
awarded the 2015 Project of the Year
award from the Niagara Construction
Association (NCA) in December. Accepting
the award from NCA past president
Tyler Green (left) were Greg Redden of
MZE Architects, John Koeman of Walker
Environmental Group and Bert Poort of
the District School Board of Niagara.
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