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Quarry and Pits 
Update
Production and shipment of sand and 
gravel continued throughout the winter 
at the Anten Mills Pit, while production 
at the Edgar Pit began again in early 
April after a winter shutdown.

Pits superintendent Ryan Dosch says he 
expects the same amount of materials 
to leave the pits as last year. Among 
Ryan’s challenges is learning about 
the three new pits acquired from 
The Stewart Group of Companies’ 
construction division (see story opposite) 
and integrating the employees into 
the Walker Aggregates family. “They’re 
really good people,” Ryan says of the 
former Stewart employees.

Over at the Severn Quarry, stone 
production began again in early March.  
Superintendent Roger McGillvray says he 
expects 2017 will be another busy year 
for the sale of the quarry’s products, 
with road works being planned and 
new housing developments being built 
in Simcoe County. The quarry recently 
replaced one of its old excavators with 
a newer one, since it was becoming 
difficult to obtain parts for repairs. 

Walker Purchases Three Pits  
in Simcoe County 

Walker Aggregates has added to its operations in Simcoe County with the purchase 
of three sand and gravel pits. Two of the sand and gravel pits are in Oro-Medonte 
Township – one on 12th Line and another on 13th Line – while the other is in Severn 
Township on Uhthoff Line.

Last December, Walker Aggregates purchased the assets of the Stewart Group of 
Companies (GH Stewart Const. Inc. and Stewart Carriers Limited), based in Orillia. These 
included the sand and gravel pits, as well as the trucking operations of the group. 
Walker subsequently sold the trucking division to Duivenvoorden Haulage of Innisfil.

The purchase agreement does not include J.G. Stewart Construction Limited, which  
is a separate company.

This acquisition enables Walker to expand its aggregate operations in the Simcoe 
area by serving more customers and by enhancing the supply of products to its 
existing customers.  

The approximately 15 employees working at the pits were offered jobs with Walker 
Aggregates, while the approximately 12 trucking employees were offered positions 
with Duivenvoorden Haulage.

“I’m pleased to be able to welcome Stewart’s aggregate and construction employees 
to the Walker team, and to know that the trucking employees have been given the 
opportunity to become part of Duivenvoorden,” says Walker Aggregates executive 
vice-president Ken Lucyshyn. 

Lucyshyn says the acquisition of Stewart’s aggregate assets is part of Walker’s 
sustainability plan for the future. “We want to ensure we can continue to provide 
a good supply of sand and gravel to our customers involved in construction projects 
that contribute to the growth and economic well-being of Simcoe County.”

Glen Stewart had owned the Stewart Group of Companies for the past 33 years, 
which was spun off from a business his father Russell established more than 60 
years ago. His son Rob had owned Stewart Carriers Limited since 2007, and grew up 
working with the company.

Walker Aggregates owns pits and quarries in Niagara Region, Simcoe County and 
Essex County.

An old excavator has been replaced with  
a newer one at the Severn Quarry. 

Walker’s newly purchased 
gravel pit on 12th Line in 
Oro-Medonte Township.

http://www.walkerind.com/
http://www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/Orillia-Severn-Quarry/


Established way back in 1929, Arnott Construction is 
now one of the largest contracting companies in Simcoe 
County. Arnott specializes in water and sewer main work 
for customers including municipalities, businesses, land 
developers and public sector organizations. It also performs 
road reconstruction and earth moving, and builds concrete 
structures. A fairly new area of business involves site servicing 
for solar energy farms. 

The company’s head office is located in Midhurst, with an 
area office in Collingwood. Arnott Construction was primarily 
a bridge builder in its early years and based in Arthur, 
Ontario. It moved its headquarters to Simcoe County in the 
mid 1970s, and transitioned into mostly doing sewer and 
water main work in the 1990s.  

Projects have include Mapleview Drive and the Lowes store  
in Barrie, Lighthouse Point in Collingwood, and the Home 
Depot stores in Midland and Orillia. Arnott employs 
approximately 130 people during the busy construction 
season.

President Nigel Shaw began working as a labourer at the 
company in 1987, eventually becoming president and part 
owner, along with Todd Arnott, who is the CEO and grandson 
of founder Leonard Arnott.

Nigel attributes the company’s growth and success to  
“having the people with the passion to succeed. We have  
a reputation for doing things right, and doing what we say 
we’ll do.”

Arnott Construction uses stone, sand and gravel from all of 
Walker Aggregates’ pits and quarries in Simcoe County. 

“Walker has great sales people and provides great service,” 
Nigel says. “It’s not just about the stone. The gravel doesn’t 
talk to me. It’s the people that make the difference.”  

An Arnott Construction 
crew installs water 
pipes at a new housing 
development in Orillia.
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Arnott  
Construction –  
A Passion to Succeed

Quarry Employee Rescues 
Child in Car Rollover  
The concern that Walker Aggregates and its employees have 
about health and safety doesn’t only happen on the job.  
A gift from the company and the quick thinking of a Severn 
Quarry worker resulted in the rescue of a child trapped in  
a wrecked car last fall.

In the early evening of November 9, 2016, loader operator 
Scott Donaldson was travelling along Ridge Road West from 
Orillia towards Barrie. He came across a car rolled onto its 
roof near Line 5. Two young girls and their mother were 
on the roadway, bleeding from wounds they had sustained 
in the crash. Scott stopped his truck, and raced to get his 
first aid kit to apply gauze to the injuries. In the meantime, 
another passerby was working to free a girl still trapped in 
the car.  

As more people came onto the scene and helped administer 
first aid, Scott realized it was taking a long time to rescue 
the trapped child in the car’s back seat. The woman trying to 
do this said the seatbelt was jammed. Scott then ran back to 
his vehicle for a tool to cut through the seatbelt. He quickly 
freed the child, who was also injured. Shortly thereafter, 
emergency services personnel took over, and the woman 
and her three daughters were taken to hospital.

Scott happened to be carrying in his pickup truck a multi-
purpose tool Walker Aggregates had given all of its quarry 
workers during an annual health and safety seminar the 
previous year. The tool is a seat belt cutter and window 
breaker.

“I’m super glad I had it,” Scott says, adding it’s the first and 
only time he has used the tool. 

“We at Severn are very proud of Scott for his actions in this 
incident,” says quarry superintendent Roger McGillvray.

Scott Donaldson with 
his glass break/seat 
belt cutter tool. 

Save the Date for Our Summer BBQ!
Friends and neighbours of the Severn Quarry and Simcoe 
pits are invited to our annual summer BBQ and quarry tour. 
The date is Thursday, July 27, 2017 from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
in the Severn Quarry shop at 2646 Nichols Line, Orillia.  
Buses for the tour and blast load at 4:00 p.m.  

Please RSVP to Rosemary at 705-445-2300 ext. 4223 or  
rackermann@walkerind.com.  We hope to see you there!! 



EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

Don Wyld and 
his mother 
Wanda at 
their home in 
Moonstone.

Where the 
Stone Goes   
Where the 
Stone Goes   

Friday Harbour  
Resort Development 
Approximately 100,000 tonnes of stone from the Severn Quarry  
has been used over each of the past three years for the massive 
Friday Harbour Resort development on Lake Simcoe in Innisfil.

The stone is used for roadways, pipe bedding in sewer and water 
trenches, and in concrete to build the condominium towers.

Don Wyld jokes that at the age of 67, he is the 
“grandpa” among the workers at the Edgar Pit. “I put 
the young guys to shame,” he says. “They can’t keep up with 
me.”

Don has been working at the pit for nearly 20 years, and these 
days his job involves travelling to all of Walker Aggregates’  
pits in Simcoe County, taking samples of crushed aggregates  
to ensure they meet quality control standards. 

Each category of crushed stone must meet the specifications 
for the category. For example, Granular “A” aggregate is a 
mixture of materials smaller than 25mm (1”), and used for the 
surface of roadways, parking areas and driveways. The stone 
composition in Walker’s Granular “B” aggregate is larger and 
used as a sub-base material.  

Don uses an oven to dry out the stone samples before passing 
them through a series of sieves, and then weighing them to 
ensure they meet quality standards. He also checks to ensure 
the correct percentage of stone sizes in each category.

Having grown up on a farm near Kincardine, Don’s early work 
life involved tending to his family’s dairy cattle and several 
thousand laying hens. After the farm was sold he got a job 
working for a local paving company, which was ultimately 
purchased by Walker. Don eventually began working as a 
labourer at the Edgar Pit and has been in charge of Quality 
Control for the past 15 years. 

“If my health continues, I don’t want to retire,” he says. 
“Walker has treated me well, and there’s a great bunch of guys 
here.They’re my second family and they matter a lot to me.”

During his spare time, Don tends to his large garden at his 
home in Moonstone. “I’m pretty much a homebody,” he says. 
His 91-year-old mother, Wanda, recently moved in with him and 

The Friendly “Grandfather” 
of the Edgar Pit  

occupies the top floor of the house, while Don lives on the main 
floor. She had no family left back in Kincardine, and rather than 
move her into a retirement home, Don decided to bring his mom 
to live with him. “Family has always meant a lot to us,” he says. “We 
look after each other.”

Quarry Mourns Worker Killed  
on the Job Last Winter 
The employees of the Severn Quarry are mourning the loss  
of one of their co-workers who was killed while on the job  
last February 6, 2017. The 31-year-old man had been  
employed at the quarry for the past four-and-a-half years,  
and had fallen onto a conveyor belt pulley.

The accident occurred while some workers were clearing  
snow from equipment and preparing the plant to begin  
a new season of production.

This is the only fatality that has happened at the Severn Quarry 
since it opened in 1999. Until the February accident, there had 
been no lost time accidents at the quarry for more than 10 years.

“The employees at the Severn Quarry are shocked and 
tremendously shaken by this accident, as is our entire 
management team,” says Walker Aggregates vice-president  
Ken Lucyshyn. He notes that both the company and the 
worker’s fellow employees are offering support to his family.

“The employees at Walker Aggregates pride ourselves on  
our safety culture, so an incident such as this is a tremendous 
shock,” Ken says. “It’s a stark reminder of the importance of 
ensuring we all work safe.”



Getting 
Into the 
Holiday 
Spirit   
Employees from 
the Severn Quarry 
assembled a float and 
participated in Christmas 
parades last winter in 
Orillia, Coldwater and 
Washago.  

Roger McGillvray   
Superintendent   
Severn Quarry 
705 689 6800 ext. 222  
rmcgillvray@walkerind.com 

Ryan Dosch  
Superintendent   
Simcoe Pits   
705 487 2380  
rdosch@walkerind.com 

Severn Quarry   
2646 Nichols Line  
Orillia, ON  L3V 6H3   
705 689 6800

Edgar Pit, 1540 Line 7 North, RR #2 
Oro Station, ON  L0L 2E0  
Anten Mills Pit, 4436 Horseshoe Valley Rd. W. 
Minesing, ON  L0L 1Y0  
Pit 7, 1533 Line 12 N., Oro-Medonte, 
ON  L0L 1T0
Pit 5, 1267 Line 13 N., Oro-Medonte, 
ON  L0L 1T0 
Pit 48, 4364 Uhthoff Line, Orillia, ON  L3V 6H2www.walkerind.com 
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Severn Quarry Holiday Reception 2016

Friends and neighbours of the Severn Quarry, and Edgar and Anten Mills pits, shared some good cheer with Walker staff at the PLC Holiday 
Reception at the Stone Gate Inn in Orillia last November.   

http://www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/

