
Recycling and Reducing 
Environmental Impacts  

Stockpiles of old asphalt and concrete prior to being crushed and 
used in new construction projects.  

When it comes to recycling, Walker Aggregates is doing it in a 
big way – at a rate of about 70,000 tonnes per year in Niagara 
alone. This isn’t just the blue box type of recycling that most 
homeowners know about. It’s the recycling of concrete and 
asphalt, and part of a core philosophy of Walker’s business 
practices – sustainability.

“It’s very important to us to recycle aggregate materials,” says 
Niagara sales manager Shea Gordon. “This venture demonstrates 
the Walker commitment to higher environmental performance 
as part of our EARTH 1st focus of finding ways to reduce our 
impacts.”

The company’s contracting customers bring torn up asphalt and 
concrete from construction sites to be stockpiled in the Niagara 
quarries. Walker then crushes the materials and resells them for 
use in new projects. As examples, the crushed concrete could be 
used as a granular base in road reconstruction projects and the 
crushed asphalt used for farm laneways. The recycled asphalt 
product creates less dust than gravel, and is less expensive than 
laying down a layer of fresh asphalt.

Walker has been recycling concrete and asphalt for more than 
20 years, and is a founding member of Aggregate Recycling 
Ontario, an organization that promotes the use of recycled 
aggregates in new construction projects as a substitute for 
primary aggregates.

While initially slow to catch on, the market for recycled 
aggregates is steadily growing. The Ontario Ministry of 
Transportation encourages the use of recycled products in its 
road works, and municipalities across the province are becoming 
more accepting of them in local infrastructure projects.

Walker Brothers Quarries 
Update 
Stone production at the Walker Brothers Quarries resumed 
for 2017 on March 9 after the normal winter shutdown for 
maintenance on the quarry equipment and processing plant.  
The production and sale of stone from the quarries this 
season is expected to be at a rate similar to previous years, 
based on orders that are anticipated and now in the books.

Over at the asphalt plant, new cold feed bins have 
been installed to replace the older bins that had been 
deteriorating over the years. The bins are used to store 
aggregate used in the manufacture of asphalt.

A Donation to a Local Charitiy 
A Walker Brothers Quarries employee is one of the winners 
in a lottery that Walker Industries runs every December. The 
company provides 15 prizes of $1,000 and $500, totalling 
$10,000, for employees to donate to the charities of their 
choice. Haul truck driver Joe Jones won $1,000, which he 
donated to Community Outreach Program Erie (COPE). 
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A Leadership Award  
for Mike Watt
A member of Walker Industries’ executive 
team has been named Executive of the 
Year by the Ontario Waste Management 
Association (OWMA) in the category of  
a Large Private Company.  

The award was presented to Mike Watt,  
executive vice-president of Walker 

Environmental, last November at a gala attended by nearly  
150 waste management professionals.  It recognized Mike 
for his continued efforts to advance innovation, increase 
sustainability in the waste management sector and demonstrate 
corporate social responsibility in both his organization and the 
communities in which it operates.  

Mike 
Watt

New cold feed bins have been installed at the asphalt plant.

http://www.walkerind.com
http://www.walkerind.com/walker-aggregates/Walker-Brothers-Quarries/


Helping Out the First Responders
Many of the lands that Walker purchases to grow its operations have homes and other buildings on them. Some of the homes are 
rented for varying lengths of time, while others have damage too expensive to repair. In the latter case, the company offers the 
buildings and nearby property to local fire, police and K-9 units for training purposes. In the photos above, a local fire department 
set fire to a home and then extinguished the blaze (left), and a SWAT team from the Niagara and Buffalo police practiced responding 
to a hostage situation (right) on another site. 

At the young age of 26, Kevin Danku 
recently received the Superior Safety 
Culture Award for all of Walker Industries.  
That’s pretty impressive, considering the 
company has more than 700 employees  
at numerous locations across Canada and 
the U.S. 

A general labourer at Norjohn 
Contracting, Kevin was nominated 
because of his “take charge” approach 
to identifying issues where safety might 
be a concern. According to Norjohn 
foreman Mike Leblanc, he isn’t afraid 
to speak up to his fellow employees or 
supervisors if he sees a situation where 
there’s a potential for injury. He has also 
been proactive in developing protected 
walkways for pedestrians through job  
sites and in developing traffic control 
plans in work zones.

Kevin joined Norjohn for his first full-time 
job in 2012, not long after finishing high 
school. He would typically begin work 

A Company 
Safety 
Superstar

every day at 4 am to 
get sites ready for 
paving crews to arrive 
and to develop traffic 
control measures.  But 
that job was seasonal, 
which meant he was 
laid off over the winter 
months and had to find 
contract work.

He applied for and was 
hired into a labourer 
job at Walker Brothers 
Quarries last August.  
Now he’s at work at 
7 am, cleaning and 
greasing equipment, 
doing repairs and filling 
in for other workers 
driving haul trucks and 
the site’s water truck. 

“This is a really good place to work,” 
Kevin says. “There’s great equipment 
that’s well maintained, a good group of  
guys and everyone works as a team.” 
Kevin likes the variety of work in his new 
job and looks forward to furthering his 
career at Walker Aggregates, perhaps 
with a move to maintenance or welding 
work. “I like working with my hands and 
doing repairs,” he says.

He and his wife Candace moved into 
a new home in Niagara Falls on Easter 
weekend, after living in a smaller house 
in St. Catharines and getting married 
last summer. That means his free time 
these days involves plenty of painting, 
decorating and setting up a shop 
in the garage for his woodworking 
hobby. Kevin also enjoys golfing in the 
summertime, and camping trips with 
Candace and their dog Luna to locations 
throughout southern Ontario. 

Kevin Danku on the job at  
the Walker Brothers Quarries.

Quarries Honoured 
with OSSGA  
Industry Award  
The Walker Brothers Quarries have been 
honoured with a prestigious industry 
achievement award from the Ontario 
Stone, Sand & Gravel Association 
(OSSGA). The quarries received a 
Community Relations Award at the 
OSSGA’s Annual General Meeting in 
Ottawa last February.

The Community Relations Award 
recognizes quarries that have 
demonstrated leadership in promoting 
good neighbour relations, community 
involvement, education and industry 
awareness.

“Walker Aggregates is honoured to 
receive this award, which recognizes 
the consideration the employees of 
Walker Brothers Quarries show the 
local community,” says executive vice-
president Ken Lucyshyn. “From working 
to reduce noise and dust from the 
quarry to hosting community events and 
personally supporting local charities, I’m 
proud that our employees are actively 
demonstrating our company’s desire to 
be a good neighbour.”

“We encourage our members to be 
sound stewards of the lands on which 
they operate, and to be engaged and 
valued members of their community,” 
says Norm Cheesman, executive director 
of the OSSGA. 

The OSSGA is a non-profit industry 
association representing more than 
280 sand, gravel and crushed stone 
producers, and suppliers of industry 
products and services. 
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Business is “Crazy Busy” For Van Jon Paving

A work crew from Van Jon 
Paving paves a parking lot  
and roadway at the  
Sherkston Shores  
RV resort.

CUSTOMER PROFILE 

Where the 
Stone Goes   
Where the 
Stone Goes   

Niagara Stone Road reconstruction 
Approximately 25,000 tonnes of stone and 5,000 tonnes of asphalt from the Walker Brothers 
Quarries is being used in the reconstruction of Niagara Stone Road (Highway 55) in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, between just west of Concession 6 and Four Mile Creek Road.  

If there was any doubt that the effect 
of skyrocketing Toronto home prices is 
spilling over into the Niagara Region, Devin 
Vanderlaan says his family business is proof 
of that. “We’re crazy busy this year,” says 
Devin who, together with his parents Bill 
and Carol, is an owner of Van Jon Paving.

By the end of April, Van Jon Paving  
already had work booked into August.  
The company provides paving services for 
new subdivisions, commercial and industrial 
parking lots, municipal projects, and small 
private roads and country lanes.

The home building and renovation 
business, along with good economic 

activity in Niagara, is causing the paving 
company to consider adding an extra  
work crew to its current complement of  
10 employees. 

In 1981, Bill and Carol started a small 
enterprise in Welland sealing driveways.  
They have since grown their business to 
the point where they’re now taking on 
large paving projects. 

Van Jon Paving sources stone from all of 
Walker Aggregates’ Niagara quarries, and 
asphalt from the Vineland and Walker 
Brothers operations. The company is one 
of many in the region that rely on Walker 
for its products.

In addition to what Devin says are the 
paving of “1,001 driveways,” the company 
has paved parking lots at a variety of well-
known Niagara businesses and tourism sites.

Despite a full schedule of jobs for the 
coming year, the Vanderlaan family is 
reluctant to expand their business very 
much. “My dad and I sell the job, and then 
we are on the job,” Devin says. “We like  
to be on the ground at all times to ensure 
the project is done right.”

It’s this dedication to high quality work  
that has ensured the ongoing success of  
Van Jon Paving for more than 35 years.
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Public Liaison Committee 
Holiday Reception 2016
Neighbours, friends and employees of Walker 
Industries’ head office operations shared some holiday 
cheer at the Benchmark Restaurant at Niagara College 
last December. 

Wrapping Up for 
Charity 
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, 
Walker Aggregates’ head office employees 
offered gift wrapping to shoppers at 
Fairview Mall in St. Catharines, in exchange 
for a donation to The Arthritis Society. 

Among the participating employees were  
(from left) Teresa Pierobon, Alanna Walker, 
Nicole Cathcart and Lisa Reesor. 

Walker 
Environmental 
Wins a “Brownie” 
Walker Environmental has been 
given an award from the Canadian 
Brownfields Network for its 
partnership with the City of Welland 
on the Atlas Landfill Remediation 
Project. The Brownie award, in the 
“Reinvest” category, was presented 
at a gala event in Toronto last 
November.

The remediation project used a 
unique approach to manage risks 
associated with an abandoned, 
industrial landfill in Welland. The old 
landfill was brought into compliance 
with modern standards and re-
opened as a depository for solid, 
non-hazardous contaminated soils 
from brownfield sites and other large 
developments. When the landfill 
closes – expected in 2021 – the City 
of Welland plans to use the site for 
recreational use.

“I’m extremely proud to have been 
part of something that took an 
environmental liability and turned 
it into a municipal and private 
sector asset,” says Mike Watt, 
executive vice-president of Walker 
Environmental. “This is truly a great 
example of what happens when 
government and business work 
together.” 
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