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Walker Brothers 
Quarries Update 
Production and shipping of stone from 
Walker Brothers Quarries is fairly busy 
this year, and a bit busier than last 
year with local construction projects 
underway, according to superintendent 
Mark Harmsworth. 

Of note is the more than 1,900 tonnes 
of armour stone that has been shipped 
from the quarry so far this year to be 
used as protection against shoreline 
erosion, with the recent high water 
levels on Lake Ontario.

A new supervisor has been hired at 
Walker Brothers Quarries. He is Ron 
Konig, who has nearly 35 years of 
experience working in the aggregates 
and construction industries.

New quarry supervisor Ron Konig. 

New Electric Vehicle Charging Stations  
As one of its sustainability initiatives, Walker Industries has installed two electric 
vehicle charging stations in its head office parking lot. Each station can charge two 
vehicles at once, with each vehicle typically being fully charged in four hours. This 
on-site charging service is being provided at no cost to employees and visitors. 

Neighbours and friends  
of Walker Industries’  

head office operations  
are invited to join us for our 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

in the  
Niagara College 

Benchmark Dining Room 
135 Taylor Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

RSVP before December 4 
to Heather Flindall at 905-680-3759  

hflindall@walkerind.com  

http://www.walkerind.com/
http://www.walkerind.com/


Scale house operator Nicole Barker with her fiancé Bruce Pitman.

EMPLOYEE  
PROFILE 

Nicole Barker knows all too well how very lucky she is to be alive. 
Little did she realize when she came to work as the scale house 
operator for the Residential Drop-off Depot in March of 2016, that 
within 24 hours she’d be having emergency brain surgery.

For the past few years, Nicole had been experiencing severe 
headaches, which had been diagnosed as migraines.  

Shortly after beginning her shift on March 31, and while working 
alone, Nicole says she “felt a funny kind of headache, with 
everything in a blur.” She called 911. While the ambulance was on 
its way, and with Nicole not responding to communications from 

A Life Threatening 
Scare for Scale 
House Worker

her co-workers, various Walker employees began to arrive at 
the scale house, including her fiancé Bruce Pitman, who works 
nearby in maintenance at Walker Brothers Quarries.

When the ambulance arrived, Nicole was on the floor of the 
scale house, having a seizure. She was rushed to the Emergency 
Department at the Greater Niagara General Hospital, with 
Bruce following close behind in his car.

The doctors told Bruce that Nicole had a ruptured aneurysm, 
bleeding from an artery in the brain, and needed to be 
immediately sent to Hamilton for surgery. The operation took 
more than three hours, with a part of Nicole’s skull temporarily 
removed to relieve pressure in her brain.

During the weeks of intensive care recovery in Hamilton, Nicole 
suffered a stroke and lost control of all functions on her right 
side. “I couldn’t speak or move the right side of my body,” she 
recalls. She was eventually transferred back to the Niagara Falls 
hospital, and then to the Shaver Rehabilitation Centre for eight 
months of rehabilitation.  

“I was in a wheelchair and had to learn how to eat, speak and 
walk again,” Nicole says. “I was scared and very frustrated, and 
sometimes felt depressed, but fought it.” She worked hard at 
her rehabilitation, seven days a week.

After being off work on short and then long-term disability, 
Nicole was back on the job at Walker in April, starting with 
four, then six, then eight-hour shifts. Since the beginning of 
June, she’s resumed her regular 10.5-hour shifts in the scale 
house. “I’m pretty close to being back to normal,” she says.  
“I do get tired more easily and am still weak on one side, but  
I push through it. One day at a time, that’s my motto.”

“I’m glad to be alive,” she emphasizes, realizing that many 
people with ruptured brain aneurysms do not survive or have  
a very poor prognosis. 

Nicole makes a point of mentioning how grateful she is for all 
the prayers sent her way from her co-workers at Walker, as well 
as her family at home.  

“It’s meant a lot to me and I’m very thankful.”  

Walker Environmental Gives 
Back!  
Approximately 100 employees from Walker Environmental’s 
operations across Canada participated in the division’s “Week 
of Giving Challenge” this past September. The challenge 
encouraged employees to work in teams of participants, 
be unique in their giving, and have an impact on as many 
people as possible, among other ways of giving back to their 
communities.

Employees participated in many acts of giving in several 
Canadian communities. Activities in the Niagara Region 
included providing gifts to chemotherapy patients at the 
Walker Family Cancer Centre, donating to the Community 
Care food bank of St. Catharines and Thorold, and donating 
clothing to the local Goodwill and Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organizations. Employees also gave back by writing welcome 
letters to newcomers to Canada in Niagara, cleaning up 
pathways along the Niagara Gorge, and working with kids in 
a local Scouts Canada group to build native bee houses while 
teaching them about pollinator habitats.

Walker Environmental employees Jake Kenny,  
Bobbie Thoman and Breann Gray-Mitchell pitched in to clean up 
broken glass and other debris on pathways along the Niagara Gorge.



Nearly 6,000 tonnes of crushed stone and limestone screenings from Walker Brothers Quarries was used in the construction  
of a new sports field at Sir Winston Churchill Secondary School in St. Catharines. The quarry also contributed 8,000 tonnes of  
aggregates towards the construction of sports fields at three other Niagara high schools – Governor Simcoe in St. Catharines, 
A.N. Myer in Niagara Falls and Centennial in Welland. The stone was used as a base layer to provide stability and drainage 
underneath the synthetic turf used on the fields.  

New St. Catharines High School Sports Field 

Nexterra 
Balances 
Construction 
with Concern 
for the Public
Anthony Vitaterna knows all 
too well about the disruption 
that homeowners must deal 
with when their streets and 
sidewalks are torn up to replace 
aging water and sewer lines. 
For this reason, the owner of 
Nexterra Substructures Inc. and 
his construction crews make 
every effort to be considerate 
of – and communicative with – the public.  

Most of Nexterra’s customers are 
municipalities, but Anthony says “Our 
clients are really the taxpayers and we need 
to be good with the public. We’re working 
in front of people’s homes, and we make 
sure we leave things in better shape than 
before we started.” 

Anthony’s father had been involved in 
the construction business since 1962, 
and Anthony helped out during summer 
holidays, starting at the age 15. He 
established his own company, then called 
Volsci Construction in Niagara Falls in 1984, 

renaming it Nexterra Substructures in 2001.  
The company has grown to the point  
where it now employs 17 or 18 people 
during the busy summer season, including 
Anthony’s son Michael, his wife Rita and 
two cousins, David and Luciano.

In addition to sewer and watermain work 
for municipalities, mostly in Niagara 
and Haldimand-Norfolk, Nexterra is also 
involved in providing site servicing for 
new residential and commercial projects.  
Anthony says his company’s dedication to 
high quality workmanship, commitment 
to meeting deadlines and good project 

management are among the keys to 
Nexterra’s success, along with ensuring the 
company’s pricing structure is competitive.

Nexterra uses stone from all of Walker’s 
Niagara quarries for its projects, as well as 
recycled concrete and aggregate. He also 
provides the quarries with clean soil for 
their rehabilitation plans from sites where 
the company has been excavating.

“They’re great to work with,” he says of 
the Walker team. “They help us deal with 
any supply issues that may come up in the 
middle of a job.”

CUSTOMER PROFILE 

A work crew from 
Nexterra Substructures 
has been busy this fall 
replacing a watermain 
along part of Corwin 
Crescent and adjacent 
streets in Niagara  
Falls.

Where the 
Stone Goes   
Where the 
Stone Goes   
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Quarry becomes Afghanistan for TV Documentary  
Walker Aggregates’ Ridgemount Quarries in Fort Erie experienced a level of activity earlier this year that had nothing to do with 
aggregate production. Over the summer, the site was used for a movie shoot about the experiences of five Canadian soldiers in 
Afghanistan. The location provided a similar appearance to some areas of the Afghan countryside. The documentary “I AM WAR” 
will air on the History Channel Friday, November 10 at 9 p.m. and Saturday, November 11 at 9 p.m.  

A film crew visited Walker’s Ridgemount Quarries during the summer to shoot scenes for a war documentary that will air on the History Channel.

An Introduction to Heavy Construction  
A group of grade 12 students from local high schools visited Walker Brothers Quarries in October to learn about careers in heavy 
construction. The students took a bus tour of the quarries and had a chance to load stone onto a truck using a computer simulator.  

http://www.walkerind.com/

