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VINELAND QUARRIES UPDATE
After more than four years, Vineland Quarries is out of the 
kitty litter business. Despite constructing and then modifying 
a special kitty litter plant, Walker Aggregates has decided not 
to renew the contract with the kitter litter customer and has 
closed down the plant. Walker had wanted to make even more 
modifi cations to the plant to further reduce dust and noise 
impacts, however it could not come to agreeable terms with the 
customer to enable this to happen.

The production of concrete stone continues to be a main area 
of focus for Vineland Quarries. Concrete is in high demand 
given the continued growth in residential areas and business 
developments in the Niagara Region.

New equipment coming to the quarry this year includes a new 
skid steer. 

Walker Aggregates has once again received a Community 
Relations Award from the Ontario Sand, Stone & Gravel 
Association. The 2017 awards were presented at the 
association’s annual conference last February.

Also on the community relations front, as an educational 
fi eld trip, a group of students from the John Calvin School in 
Smithville came for a tour of the quarries this spring.

    An aerial drone view of Vineland Quarries.

FIRST VINELAND SCOUTS EARTH DAY CLEANUP
Employees of Walker Aggregrates’ Vineland Quarries joined the First Vineland Scouts 
for their annual Earth Day cleanup in April. Forty full bags of garbage fi lling four pickup 
trucks were collected from the roadside by 16 scouts over the course of three hours.

“Activities like the annual cleanup are helping to 
develop the Scouts to be tomorrow’s leaders. We’re 
not just teaching outdoor skills to youths, we’re 
teaching them how to get along with others and 
solve problems.”
                       - Mike Stevenson
          Scouter and Fruitbelt Area Commissioner



EMPLOYEE PROFILE

FROM DOG TRAINER
TO QUARRY WORKER AND 
FAMILY MAN
Padric Perry grew up in a family business 
surrounded by plenty of dogs. Not cuddly, fl u� y 
lapdogs, but big, tough working dogs which his 
dad trained for service.

Over the past 45 years, St. Anns-based 
Baden K-9 has been building an international 
reputation for training dogs not just for 
obedience, but for working alongside police 
and soldiers in harsh and extreme conditions. 
This may mean confronting an armed suspect, 
helping to fi nd a lost child, or sni�  ng out an 
improvised explosive device in a war zone. 

Dogs are also trained for personal and business 
protection, and to provide companionship and 
therapy to former soldiers su� ering from PTSD.

During his younger years, Paddy worked 
alongside his dad Mike and brother Josh, 
breeding and training German and Dutch 
Shepherds, and Belgian Malinois. He has 
personally delivered dogs to locations as 
far away as Florida, Mississippi and British 
Columbia and helped handlers learn to manage 
their canine workmates.

Nowadays, Paddy’s dog training assistance 

happens mostly in his spare time. For the past 
10 years he has been employed at Vineland 
Quarries as a loader operator and general 
labourer. 

“I love it,” he says of his job with Walker 
Aggregates. “The environment and people are 
great, and there’s something di� erent to do 
every day. Also, the company does a lot for its 
employees.”

Paddy and his wife Mary, a medical 
transcriptionist, live in St. Anns with their 
10-month-old baby daughter, Grace.   

On weekends, the family often travels to visit 
Mary’s family in Napanee, where Paddy will 
sometimes spend a bit of time fi shing. Closer 
to home, he enjoys casting a line in Welland 
and Wellandport alongside his buddies and 
brothers.

     Padric Perry with his wife Mary and daughter Grace at their 
home in St. Anns.

Port Colborne Bocce Club 

Five tonnes of fi ne granular stone from Vineland 
Quarries were trucked to the bocce club this spring to 
create the proper court surface needed for the sport.

WHERE THE
STONE GOES

AN AWARD FOR
COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPY 
Walker Industries was honoured as “Outstanding Corporation” for 
2017 during the tenth annual National Philanthropy Day Awards last 
November, hosted by the Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Golden Horseshoe Chapter.

The company was nominated by the Niagara Health Foundation, which 
noted that “the benefi ts of [Walker’s] generosity and leadership have 
been felt by virtually all Niagara residents through strengthened health 
care, improved education, greater access to creative arts, economic 
growth and protection of the environment… Generously sharing its 
monetary and human resources with many worthwhile causes, Walker 
Industries has had a tremendous impact on our community, which is 
further amplifi ed by the philanthropy it inspires in others.”

     Accepting the “Outstanding Corporation” philanthropy award were (from left) 
Walker family members Dave Walker, Sheila (Walker) Bonapace, Norris Walker 
and Robert  Bonapace, which was presented by Michael LeBlanc (at right), CEO of 
First Canadian Title, which sponsored the  award.



A CONCRETE EXAMPLE OF A 
THRIVING BUSINESS 
Anyone visiting the Toronto Zoo would not naturally 
make a connection to Vineland Quarries. But 
surprisingly, there is one: some of the concrete animal 
shelters have been made with stone from the quarry.

St. Catharines-based company Hy-Grade Precast 
Concrete uses an average of 20,000 tonnes of stone 
from Vineland Quarries each year to manufacture 
modular buildings for use across Ontario, and as far 
away as British Columbia. These buildings include 
washrooms and maintenance buildings in public parks, 
storage buildings, and structures that enclose pumping 
stations for utilities companies. The company has even 
constructed explosion-resistant buildings for Canada 
Post to store suspicious packages.

Among the other products manufactured by Hy-Grade 
are security barriers used on highways to block o�  lanes 
during construction projects, and concrete stairs for 
condo buildings.

Hy-Grade has been in business since 1948. 
Approximately 70 people work for the company, 
mostly in the plant where the concrete panels are 
manufactured. Hy-Grade also sends crews to work sites 
to install precast structures or assemble panels for larger 
buildings. “We consume a lot of Walker’s stone,” says 
plant manager Josh Stassen. “We manufacture year 
round and get stone in every single day. Business is very 
good.” 

“We’re a pretty big employer in the Niagara Peninsula,” 
he adds.

     A Hy-Grade plant employee smooths the surface of freshly 
poured concrete in a road barrier mould.

CUSTOMER PROFILE

For some people of a certain age, a blast might conjure up images of a 
coyote with several sticks of dynamite, connected to a plunger that sets 
o�  a big explosion — typically at the coyote’s expense. But in reality, 
blasts in quarries are nothing like that.

Blasts in quarries are carefully planned, controlled and monitored. A 
series of holes are drilled in a grid pattern several metres back and 
pretty much parallel to the edge of the quarry. The holes are then 
fi lled with explosives and detonated in sequence — a few milliseconds 
apart — to control the impact of vibration. The rock blasted in a quarry 
typically drops straight down along the quarry face; it doesn’t fl y in all 
directions.

The provincial government sets maximum noise and vibration levels 
for quarry blasts to ensure the e� ects on neighbours and the local 
environment or ecosystem are minimized. Seismographic monitoring 
stations are set up between 500 metres and one kilometre from the 
blast site to measure and record each blast.

The degrees of noise and vibration produced by a blast are primarily 
based on two factors. The fi rst is the technical specifi cations of the 
blast – such as the size and depth of the drilled holes, and the type and 
amount of explosives used. The second factor involves atmospheric 
conditions such as wind direction, humidity and cloud cover. For 
example, a blast on a day with low cloud cover will sound louder than 
on a clear day, because the clouds can cause sound waves to bend or 
refract back down to the ground.

Every blast will generate noise and vibration that nearby neighbours 
may notice. Vibration levels are normally lower than common household 
events, such as a door slamming or claps of thunder. It is unlikely that 

structural damage will occur due to noise or vibration with blasts that 
are within the limits established by the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change.

Blasts are designed and conducted by professionals who are certifi ed in 
this skilled trade, and every quarry keeps detailed records of each blast.  

    A blast at one of Vineland’s sister 
quarries in Simcoe County.

HOW QUARRY BLASTS HAPPEN



HELPING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES TAKE TO THE ICE
A group of kids with physical disabilities now 
have the equipment they need to play sledge 
hockey, thanks largely to a $7,000 donation from 
Walker Aggregates and the fundraising e� orts of 
its employees.

The donation was part of a total of $12,000 
raised to purchase enough equipment to allow 
12 children to participate in the sport.

The fundraising campaign was organized by the 
Sledge Hockey Experience and All Sports All 

People, an organization that helps people with 
physical and developmental disabilities obtain 
adaptive equipment and participate in sports.

Representatives of the two organizations and a 
group of Walker employees presented the kids 
with their sledge hockey equipment at a special 
event last December.

“The response and support received from Walker 

Aggregates completely blew us away,” says 
Kevin Rempel of the Sledge Hockey Experience. 
Kevin himself is a 2013 World Champion and 
2014 Sochi Paralympic bronze medalist in sledge 
hockey.  

“The energy and excitement…is directly making 
a di� erence in the lives of many children and 
their families,” he adds. We can’t thank Walker 
Aggregates enough.”

WALKER AGGREGATES 
RECEIVES MINISTRY OF 
LABOUR FINE
Walker Aggregates has been fi ned $170,000 along 
with a 25 per cent victim surcharge by the Ministry 
of Labour after pleading guilty to a charge of failing 
to follow a safety procedure under the provincial 
Occupational Health and Safety Act. The fi ne comes 
after the tragic death of one of the company’s 
employees at Severn Quarry in February 2017.

The incident and subsequent ministry investigation 
have compelled Walker Industries to launch a 
company-wide review of health and safety practices 
throughout all its divisions. This includes recently 
completed third-party safety audits of all its sites in 
Canada and the U.S. and their recommendations for 
further safety initiatives.

“The responsibility of working safely at Walker 
belongs to everyone,” says Walker Industries president 
and CEO John Fisher, noting that the company has 
been enhancing its health and safety training and its 
oversight of employees to ensure an incident like this 
never happens again. “We must always be mindful 
of the e� ects of unsafe work practices and the 
potentially devastating impact on a victim’s coworkers, 
supervisors, and most importantly, their families,” he 
adds. “We want to ensure that all of our employees get 
home safe at the end of each work day.”

VINELAND QUARRIES CONTACT INFORMATION

Frank Kielbowich
General Manager, Niagara & West GTA
Walker Aggregates
(905) 680-3763
fkielbowich@walkerind.com

Vineland Quarries & Crushed Stone
P.O. Box 100
Thorold, ON   L2V 3Y8
(905) 227-4142
www.walkerind.com

2017 Vineland Quarries Public Liaison Committee Holiday Reception

     Representatives of Walker Aggregates were among those who joined the kids receiving 
sledge hockey equipment during a special event last December.
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